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Sharon Knies has been a member of CDA for many years, but actively joined 
the Board in 2010. She became President of CDA in 2015, and her leadership 
continued until 2018. During that time, Sharon effectively continued to run CDA 
profitably and conservatively, so that our events (schooling shows and clinics), 
donations, newsletters, website, and membership continued to flourish. One of 
Sharon's specific interests was to delineate the various Board job descriptions, so 
that they could be efficient and transparent to all.

Her love is Windhorse International, the facility that she built from scratch in 
2009, with the first horses arriving in 2010. Her website describes the unique 
approach to create "a space where the interdependence of horse and human is 
acknowledged and appreciated. Boarding, core training, and breeding, when 
pursued mindfully, can be of mutual benefit to man and animal. If purposeful 
attention is given to process as well as result, opportunities arise for mutual 
respect and appreciation."

Upon giving up the presidency, Sharon also stepped down from the Board, citing 
personal time as the issue. She stated in her letter to the Board: "Please know that 
I'm doing this out of necessity. I hold CDA in such high regard that I only want 
what I consider to be best for the organization."

Front cover photograph: Liz Doering riding La Pasche “LP”
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President’s Message

Welcome to the 2018 edition of the Connecticut Dressage Association Omnibus.  
As I look out my window to watch yet another Nor’easter blanket us with snow 
it’s hard to believe that our show season kicks off in less than 8 weeks.  

2017 was a busy and productive year for our membership.  Our 7 CDA spon-
sored schooling shows had high participation and helped to provide us with 
funds to support our members throughout the year.  A huge thank you to our 
hosting farms and all of the volunteers who worked so hard to make each of the 
schooling shows a success.

In April, 2017 we offered a Ride-Critique-Ride clinic with Roberta Carleton 
(Bobbie) at Sperry View Farm.  Members were able to ride 2 tests for scores as 
well as get some valuable input from Bobbie.  All of the participants came away 
feeling more prepared to tackle the show season.  We will be sponsoring the 
clinic again at Sperry View the weekend of April 21-22.

CDA was fortunate to be able to sponsor 2 full teams at Dressage 4 Kids last 
summer and a team at the Northeast Regional Adult Amateur Dressage Cham-
pionships.  All of our representatives had successful weekends and enjoyed the 
opportunities to be part of the CDA teams.

As we look forward to 2018 I want to thank the members of the CDA Board for 
their hard work and dedication to bringing opportunities to our membership. If 
you have ideas for opportunities you would like to see in the future, please feel 
free to reach out to any of your board members.

We hope to see you all out enjoying the year with your equine partners (when 
the snow finally goes away).

 ~ Liz Doering
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   SHOWS
May 5       CDA Schooling Show at SVF
May 6 SVF Level 1 Recognized Show (series)
July 11 SVF Recognized Show 
Sept 9  CDA Schooling Show at SVF
Oct 28 SVF Level 1 Recognized Show & Series Champs

   CLINICS  - please see our website
April 21 and 22   CDA Ride-Critique-Ride Clinic 

   U.S.P.C.
June 29-30, July 31  USPC National Dressage 
   Speciality Certification
  

training  •  boarding  •  shows  •  clinics  •  uspc 

TRAINERS

Liz Doering (trainer/owner)... USDF Bronze Medalist, USPC NE 

Vicki  Hammers-O’Neil ... USDF Bronze/Silver Medalist
           USDF Instructor Certi�cation Faculty, USPC NE 

91 Bethway Road
Bethany CT 06524

203.915.8293    info@sperryviewfarm.com

www.sperryviewfarm.com

2 0 1 8  S E A S O N

Details of clinics and other events are on our website
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Connecticut Dressage Association Board

President:    Liz Doering     
    203-687-7213     
    president@ctdressage.com 

Vice President:   Linda Roache
    860-742-8873
    roache50@gmail.com   
 

Membership Secretary:  Judy Lieberman
    (860) 658-1278
    membership@ctdressage.com

Recording Secretary:  Fern Feldman
    203-272-0711
    fernfeldman@gmail.com

Treasurer:    Hanna Calcagni
    203-415-1522
    hanna@calcagni.com

Board:
Liz Caron, Denise Clark, Valerie Blasi, Jordan Rothman,
Beth Jennings, Maria Spak, Kirsten Rothman, Pamela Wilhelm, 
Lily Koorejian 

Departments

Awards:    awards@ctdressage.com

Centerline Newsletter:  Pamela Wilhelm
    860-354-2200
    centerline@ctdressage.com
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Education Coordinator:  Denise Clark
    203-723-2890
    deniseclark1211@gmail.com

Omnibus:    Liz Doering
    203-687-7213
    Omnibus@ctdressage.com  

Website:    Kirsten Rothman
    ksrothman@gmail.com

Youth Program    Liz Caron
Coordinator:    860-208-6151
    lizcaron@carberyfields.com
    
Youth Representatives:  Lily Koorejian
    ctyouth@ctdressage.com
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About our Newsletter:
The Centerline

All Articles are to be submitted by the 15th of the month.  

They can be emailed to: centerline@ctdressage.com

In the Subject line: Centerline

Please send as an attachment in either MS Word or in a plain text 
file format if possible.

Attention Show and Clinic Organizers, Trainers, Stables and 
Organizations:

Don’t forget to send us information about your activities for the 
2018 CDA Calendar of Events!!!  Send a one-line description, 
dates locations, and contact person’s name and phone number.  

We’ll be delighted to include it in Centerline’s regular calendar at 
no cost.

2018 Advertising Rates

   CDA Members Non-CDA Member
Page Size  Monthly   Year Monthly   Year
Business Card  $15      $100  $30             $200
1/4 Page  $20         $150  $40       $300
1/2 Page  $25       $200  $50       $350
Full Page  $30      $250  $60       $400

Make checks payable to CDA
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photo credit: Martha Weis
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Reach the CDA Membership with 
Advertising in the 2019 OMNIBUS!

Early Bird Special discount available for ads submitted 
and paid for by December 20th, 2018

Dear Fellow CDA Member,

In preparation for the approaching 2019 season, the Connecticut 
Dressage Association has begun an active campaign to solicit 
advertising and prize list space in our 2019 OMNIBUS publication. 
This publication will help you publicize your farm and/or business 
and any event(s) you may have planned for 2019.

How about using this opportunity to take out a “personal ad” in 
OMNIBUS? You can show your support for CDA with a message 
of your choice (Example: “Good Luck to all CDA members 
throughout the 2019 season”). We offer a variety of advertising 
space sizes to accommodate your needs.

In early March 2019, CDA will be mailing the OMNIBUS to our 
current members who represent 200 dressage enthusiasts residing 
and competing in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New York. Our 
publication is also made available to other USDF group member 
organizations throughout the country.

If you or your facility is involved in organizing dressage schooling 
shows you will benefit from placing your 2019 prize list in the 
CDA OMNIBUS. Our members are always looking for schooling 
shows throughout the state where they can compete and earn 
enough scores to participate in CDA’s annual Year-End Awards 
Program.

Since CDA is a-not-for profit organization, we look forward to 
your support to help defray the cost of printing and distributing this 
important publication. If you advertised with us in 2018, you may 
repeat your ad from last year or submit a new one.
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We urge you to make copies of this letter and pass them along to 
businesses, merchants and individuals you feel may benefit by ad 
space in our OMNIBUS. Early Bird Special Rates apply when you 
respond prior to December 20, 2018. See rates described below.

We look forward to helping you advertise your “message” to the 
equestrian community and we welcome you to our circle of CDA 
friends and supporters.

Thank you for your support,

Your CDA Board of Directors

AD SIZES AVAILABLE     

Full Page – 4.5”W x 7.25”H

Half Page – 4.5” W x 7.25 H

Business Card – 3.5” x 2”

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS – Before 12/15/2018

Artwork submitted with payment before December 15th 2018 as follows:

Full Page: $90

Half Page: $45

Business Card: $22 

AFTER 12/15/2018 

Full Page: $100

Half Page: $50

Business Card: $25 
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Benefits of CDA Membership

Many benefits are associated with CDA membership.   
You will receive the CDA Omnibus which includes:

•	 Current dressage tests Introductory through 4th level
•	 The dressage pyramid of training and a glossary of        

dressage terms and definitions
•	 Prize lists for the current year’s competitions
•	 Information on CDA’s upcoming clinics and youth       

programs
•	 Discounted fees at CDA shows and clinics
•	 Group membership in USDF

CDA offers several other programs to its members:

CDA Annual Awards Programs which includes High Score 
Awards for Champion through 6th place for schooling and recog-
nized competitions.

CDA Philla and Charles Osbourne Volunteer 
Awards Program

Vista Vintage Awards Program which celebrates competition 
horses 18 years and older in both recognized and schooling shows. 
The Vista Vintage Program also offers CDA members an adult and 
a youth scholarship.

As part of your CDA membership, you will receive CDA’s month-
ly newsletter, The Centerline, via email. You are also considered a 
Group Member in USDF.
CDA’s membership year runs from November 1, 2017 to October 
31, 2018.
The United States Dressage Federation is the national umbrella 
organization for all regional group member organizations (GMO’s) 
like CDA in the country. You become a USDF group member when 
you join CDA. $20 of your CDA dues goes to USDF for this.   
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You will also receive USDF’s magazine Connection as well as ac-
cess to e-track, which provides unlimited online access to articles, 
videos on equine health care, training and much more for the dura-
tion of your membership. There are also member discounts to the 
USDF store, at USDF events, clinics and conferences. 

For futher information on USDF, contact:

United States Dressage Federation
4051 Iron Works Parkway
Lexington, KY 40511
Phone: (859)971-2277 Fax: (859)971-7722
www.usdf.org

Find your USDF number or print your membership card at www.
usdf.org/card/
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CDA Year-End Awards Program

CDA’s goal is to provide a variety of programs, activities and 
competitions during the 2018 calendar year. CDA strives to involve 
our members in the organization and we encourage active and 
eager participation in our programs.

This year there are many opportunities for current members of 
CDA to compete and earn scores in schooling shows throughout 
the state. Another choice for competition is the recognized show 
arena where current CDA members can compete and earn scores.

The CDA Year-End Awards are a distinct honor. Winners receive 
ribbons for champion, reserve champion and third through sixth 
places. Champions and Reserve Champions will also receive 
customized commemorative gifts. We hope that all CDA members 
who make the time, effort and expenditure to compete in 2018 will 
participate in our Year-End Awards Program. Year-end awards will 
be presented at the Member Appreciation Party. Award recipients 
must be present to accept the award or make arrangements 
for a representative to accept the award on their behalf.
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Schooling Show Competitions Awards 
Criteria for 2018

Open to Youth, Adult Amateur and Open CDA members who 
compete between November 1, 2017 and October 31, 2018 in:

1) CDA-sponsored schooling shows.

2) Schooling shows whose prize lists appear in this 2018 CDA 
OMNIBUS.

3) Schooling show prize-lists that are published in the CDA 
Newsletter “Centerline” or on CDA’s website.

• Awards are for dressage tests and Freestyle for Open, AA and 
Youth

• Riders must be current CDA members before entering the show 
or may join the same day of a show but before riding in their first 
class.  Scores earned prior to becoming a current CDA member 
will not be considered.  Scores must be earned while a member 
is in good standing.  All ties will be decided by the highest 
individual score submitted

• Riders must submit their scores at the end of the competition 
season.  The deadline for submission will be November 7, 2018.  
Any and all submissions postmarked or emailed after this date will 
not be considered.  Hand deliveries of submissions to the awards 
coordinator will not be accepted.

• The official CDA score submission form must be used to 
document show names, dates, level/test within the level, judges, 
scores, etc.  The required submission forms for Schooling Show 
will be printed and included in CDA’s newsletter CENTERLINE 
in the fall issue.  When using printed submission forms please print 
information clearly.
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• Electronic submission may also be used via CDA’s website 
at www.ctdressage.com/competition.html.  The appropriate 
submission forms will be available online in September, 2018

•We do not require the show secretary to sign the form.  We will 
require the rider to attest via his or her signature (or a parent’s 
signature if the rider is a Youth) that the scores submitted are 
genuine.  Electronic submissions include a statement of truth filing.

• All scores submitted are subject to auditing for accuracy.

• All scores submitted must be a minimum of 55%.

• At least one score must be from a CDA sponsored schooling 
show. The other scores may come from schooling shows whose 
prize lists appear in this 2018 CDA Omnibus or in the CDA 
Centerline or on CDA’s website.

• Judge must be (L) judge or higher.

• If the schooling show is in a ride-review-ride format, the rider 
will submit the score earned prior to the judge’s review. For 
example: You earn 55% on your first ride in a class and the judge 
suggests improvements. You then re-ride the test and earn 62%, 
you must submit the 55% score for awards consideration.

• Three scores from at least two different shows must be earned. 
Scores from at least two different judges per level.

• Awards will be given in Youth, Adult Amateur, and Open 
divisions. Please be sure to specify your division on the submission 
form.

• Awards for each level will be based upon the average of the three 
scores submitted.

• Awards will be awarded only to the same horse/rider 
combination.
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Recognized Show Competitions Awards 
Criteria for 2018

• Awards are for dressage tests and Freestyle for Open, AA and 
Youth

• Riders must be current CDA members before entering the show 
or may join the same day of a show but before riding in their first 
class.  Scores earned prior to becoming a current CDA member 
will not be considered.  Scores must be earned while a member 
is in good standing.  All ties will be decided by the highest 
individual score submitted

• Riders must submit their scores at the end of the competition 
season.  The deadline for submission will be November 7, 2018.  
Any and all submissions postmarked or emailed after this date will 
not be considered.  Hand deliveries of submissions to the awards 
coordinator will not be accepted.

• The official CDA score submission form must be used to 
document show names, dates, level/test within the level, judges, 
scores, etc.  The required submission forms for Recognized Show 
will be printed and included in CDA’s newsletter CENTERLINE 
in the fall issue.  When using printed submission forms please print 
information clearly.

• Electronic submission may also be used via CDA’s website at 
www.ctdressage.com.  The appropriate submission forms will be 
available online in September, 2018.

•We do not require the show secretary to sign the form.  We will 
require the rider to attest via his or her signature (or a parent’s 
signature if the rider is a Youth) that the scores submitted are 
genuine.  Electronic submissions include a statement of truth filing.

• All scores submitted are subject to auditing for accuracy.

• Open to all current CDA members who compete in USEF 
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recognized dressage shows between November 1, 2017 and 
October 31, 2018.

• CDA membership requirements apply to riders and horse 
owners. Both must be current members prior to earning scores for 
submission.

• The rider may count as owner if he or she is competing with a 
leased horse.

• Awards will go only to the same horse/rider combination.

• All scores submitted must be a minimum of 55% for Training 
through FEI.

• Four scores at the same level from at least two different shows 
must be earned for Training through Second Level. Scores must be 
from at least two different judges per level.

• Three scores at the same level from at least two different shows 
must be earned for Third Level thru FEI. Scores must be from at 
least two different judges per level.  Note: Scores from FEI and 
Regional Championship tests with more than one judge will be 
averaged.

• Awards for Training through Second Level will be based upon the 
average score of the best four tests.

Awards for Third Level thru FEI will be based upon the average 
score of the best three tests.

• Awards for FEI Freestyle and USDF Freestyle Training – 4th will 
be based on the average of the best three tests.

• Awards will be given in Youth, Adult Amateur and Open 
divisions.  Please be sure to specify your division on the 
submission form.

• Levels and divisions maybe combined at CDA’s discretion.
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Vista Vintage Award

A CDA Award Program to Honor Vintage Horses

CDA Year-end Awards are a special honor that recognizes 
members and their horses for excellence and achievement during 
the show season. Beginning in 2008, a pioneering new initiative, 
The Vista Vintage Award, took our program one step further to 
single out the best performances by our special senior horses.  
These are the equine partners who demonstrate that age is no 
barrier to competing and earning scores to make any rider proud. 
Of course, many of us competing at the lower levels also ride 
and show our older horses with pride, and the time has come to 
acknowledge their achievements.

CDA member and Dressage Foundation Century Team 
honoree Ted Plaut generously created this award with a $5,000 
contribution. The 2008 award honors his trusted and much-loved 
Trakehner/Morgan gelding, Vista Geewhiz, who showed us all that 
dressage is a lifetime sport. Vista was bred by Ted’s daughter, Dr. 
Karen Plaut, and Ted rode him for over 11 years. Ted and Vista 
frequently were seen at CDA’s schooling and recognized shows, 
where they competed against much younger riders and horses, and 
usually ended up with ribbons.

Ted’s rationale for creating the award is to remind us that horses 
today can live happy, productive and athletic lives well into 
their older years (as can people).  Careful training, thoughtful 
management, and advances in veterinary care extend many horses 
competitive careers.
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The Vista Vintage Award program focuses on the success of 
‘senior’ horses. It consists of a $300 cash prize and an elegant 
special award.

How the Vista Vintage Award Program works:
Two awards are presented – one for schooling shows and one 
for recognized shows.  Each is accompanied by an award and a 
$300.00 cash prize.
Minimum age for horse is 18 years old.
No minimum age for rider.
The winner is based on a sum of the average of the 2 dressage 
scores, test Level, and age of the horse.
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Vista Vintage Award for Schooling Shows:

The horse/rider combination must:

1.  Participate in 1 CDA Schooling Show and
2. One other Schooling Show listed in the CDA Omnibus, on the 
website, or in the CDA newsletter, The Centerline.
3. Both the rider of the horse and the owner of the horse must be 
CDA members.
4. Scores must be submitted in accordance with all other CDA 
year-end award requirements as specified in the Omnibus and on 
the CDA Website (EXCEPT THAT FREESTYLE SCORES ARE 
NOT ELIGIBLE).

PLEASE SPECIFY ON YOUR APPLICATION THAT THIS 
IS FOR THE VISTA VINTAGE AWARD FOR SCHOOLING 
SHOWS.

Vista Vintage Award for Region 8 Recognized Shows:

Both the rider of the horse and the owner of the horse must be 
CDA members.
The horse/rider combination must submit 2 scores from 2 different 
judges from at least one Region 8 USDF Recognized Show.
The scores must be earned between January 1, 2018 and October 
31, 2018.
The rider must submit name, address, email, phone number, proof 
of the horse’s age, and a copy of the first page of the signed score 
sheets.
The above submission must be postmarked by Oct.31 2018 to:
CDA Awards - 6 Captains Lane, Branford CT 06405.        
Awards@ctdressage.com
(CDA is not responsible for submissions lost in the mail)

Vista Vintage awards (for schooling and recognized shows) will 
be presented at the Annual CDA Member Appreciation Party.
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Philla and Charlie Osborne
2018 CDA Volunteer Awards Program

Each year, CDA has the option to give a Volunteer of the Year 
Award for special service to CDA. 

History: The award is named in honor of Philla and Charlie 
Osborne who donated hours and hours of service to CDA in the 
80’s and 90’s. They were always found at the practice ring at 
shows (recognized and schooling) checking numbers and entries 
and letting riders know when they were “on deck”.  Philla and 
Charlie also rode for many years with Vicki Hammers-O’Neil and 
today, Philla owns a horse that is being trained and competed by 
Vicki. 

Criteria:

• You must be a member of CDA.

• You are a current member of CDA if your 2018    
membership dues are paid in full prior to your “service”.    
(Board members are not eligible.)

•A show or event coordinator may submit your name for   
the service that you provided during any show or event.
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Volunteer Job Descriptions
Volunteers are essential to the survival of any club’s competition 
program. The better trained the volunteers, the more seamless and 
pleasant the show, both for competitors and visitors.

Scribe: You will sit with the judge and be responsible for 
writing down the scores and comments on each competitor’s 
test sheet. Legible handwriting is a must, and learning “dressage 
abbreviations” helps. You must first check that the competitor’s 
number pin is the same as the one on the test sheet. Don’t forget to 
write in error points if there are any. Runners will pick up the tests 
when you are finished and take them to the scorer.

Scorer: Sits in scoring trailer and uses a calculator to add up scores 
on test sheets and convert them to percentages. A second scorer 
checks the first one’s work. At big shows, “ringside” scorers sit in 
the judge’s trailer and do the first calculation. A runner then rushes 
the test to the “headquarters” for the final check before the score 
is posted. Takes patience and ability to concentrate in occasional 
chaos. An important position; obvious need for accuracy.

Ring Steward: Monitors the flow of competitors into the warm-up 
and performance arenas (in a recognized show, checks that bits, 
crop length, and spurs conform to regulations). Using a schedule of 
the rides, a watch set to the official show time, and a walkie-talkie, 
the steward is the liaison between the show’s secretary, judge/
scribe, and head scorer relaying such information as scratches, 
no-shows, missing scores, and next rider in (announcers at larger 
shows will have this). Many shows have two ring stewards.
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Runner: Actually a fast walker who collects finished tests from the 
scribe after each ride and carries them to the scorer. Responsible 
for maintaining a steady flow of tests so scorers don’t end up 
with a backlog (which in turn delays posting and return of tests to 
competitors). Runner also delivers messages and makes sure judge 
and scribe are comfortable, supplying them with refreshments or 
supplies as needed.

Parking Attendant: Directs trailers and visitors’ autos to parking 
areas and makes sure signs are posted correctly. Responsible for 
reminding people about no-alcohol or leashed-or no-dog policies 
and the necessity for carefully removing debris or placing it in the 
proper receptacles. Reminds people about removing dangerous 
glass and metal in parking areas that are otherwise used as horse 
paddocks.
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CDA Scholarship Program Sponsored by 
the Vista Vintage Program

CDA Adult/Youth Scholarships – Supported by the Vista Vintage 
Program, CDA offers one or more scholarships per year, per 
category, up to $350.00 for youth and up to $350.00 for adults. The 
scholarship money must be used within the membership year in 
which it is granted. 

The Vista Vintage Fund, started by Ted Plaut in honor of his 
wonderful horse (Vista GeeWhiz), initially was designated to 
support older horses as they continue to work and compete at the 
age of 18 and older. With Ted’s support and others who donate to 
the Vista Vintage Fund, that program has been expanded to become 
the CDA Scholarship Program. We are so pleased with Ted’s (and 
others’) continued support of CDA.

General  Guidelines:

An applicant must be a CDA member in good standing. (Board 
members are not eligible.)

Scholarships must be used within the designated year or term.

Scholarship monies can be disbursed as a reimbursement or as 
an advance for a specific program, depending on the committee’s 
decision.

The decision to award one or more or no scholarships in a given 
year is up to the awards committee.

Scholarship monies CANNOT BE USED BY YOUTH OR 
ADULT AMATEURS FOR TRAINING WITH YOUR USUAL 
INSTRUCTOR. The purpose of the scholarship is for educational 
or training possibilities that are not ordinarily available.
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CDA scholarships cannot be used for professional training of 
your horse, or to supplement show fees for a professional to ride 
your horse, or for other professional or extraneous expenses (i.e., 
trailering, gas, food, tack, etc.)

In return for receiving a scholarship, a recipient will be required to 
write an article for the CDA newsletter, The Centerline. This must 
be submitted within 2 months of having used the scholarship for 
the purpose given.

An individual cannot receive a scholarship in consecutive years.

Application:
Name:

Address:

Telephone:    Email:

Are you applying for a:  (circle one)   

Youth Scholarship   Adult Scholarship

List in detail your service and/or connection to CDA (past, current 
and anticipated)

Provide details on what you are applying for, and how the 
scholarship money is to be used.

Explain how or why this scholarship can help benefit you as an 
equestrian seeking further education/training.

Briefly describe your riding experience and your goals for the 
future.

Please submit your application to:  Fern Feldman, 890 Mountain 
Road, Cheshire, CT 06410
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CDA  Clinic - Ride/Critique Format
CDA is proud to present a spring clinic in the ride/critique format.  Great 
pre-show season preparation; this format allows the participants to ride 
their test of choice, receive constructive feedback from the clinician, then 
work on key areas to improve score or re-ride the entire test. 

The clinic will be held April 21-22, 2018 at Sperry View Farm in 
Bethany, CT.  We welcome Bobbi Carleton, a USDF Bronze and Silver 
medalist as our clinician. Bobbi is an “L” graduate and has been accepted 
into the “r” program.

Cost:  Member   $80/30 minute session
 Non-Member $95/30 minute session
 Youth  $75/30 minute session

MUSICAL FREESTYLE CLINIC

Clinic Date:   Sunday, May 20th, 2018   Clinic Starts at 9:00 am
Clinic Location:   Fox Ledge Farm, East Haddam, CT
CDA presents a clinic with Ann Guptill, FEI Trainer and owner of Equestrian 
Arts Productions.

This clinic will focus on musical freestyles including how to select music 
for your horse, choreography of your freestyle and artistic impression.  Both 
auditors and riders will gain a better understanding of musical freestyles through 
the lecture and riding sessions.  Musical freestyles can help all riders improve 
their ability to ride in a consistent rhythm (with the music); to influence and 
regulate the rhythm and tempo of the gait;  the ability to develop creativity 
in riding movements and patterns; timing; and to identify and bring out your 
horse’s strengths through your riding.  There will be individual rider sessions 
where Ann can assist riders with refining their current freestyle, choreography, 
and music search.  Please contact Denise Clark , deniseclark1211@gmail.com, 
203-809-3614 or CDA’s website, ctdressage.com for more information or to 
sign up as slots will fill quickly. First come, first served.  Video Services will 
be available to riders for a fee by Equestrian Arts Productions, LLC.  Please 
contact Equestrian Arts directly at 860-873-3225 or eqarts@snet.net if riders are 
interested. Riders and auditors please bring your own chair. Thank you.

Rider Fee –  CDA Member      $90.00 – 60 minute session
  Non CDA Member   $125.00 – 60 minute session
  Auditor Fee     $25.00 
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USEF Protective Headgear Rule for 
Dressage

RELEASE: February 19, 2014
AUTHOR/ADMINISTRATOR: USEF Dressage Department

Lexington, KY- The United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) wishes 
to remind all dressage competitors of the rule change to DR120. This 
change went into effect on April 1, 2014 and necessitates the usage of 
protective headgear by anyone mounted on the grounds at all USEF dres-
sage competitions.

DR120 has been amended to require protective headgear as follows:

From the time horses are officially admitted to the competition grounds 
by competition management, anyone mounted on a horse at any time on 
the competition grounds including non-competing riders, riders on non-
competing horses, and those competing in all classes and tests, includ-
ing Para-Equestrian tests must wear protective headgear as defined by 
this rule and otherwise in compliance with GR801. Any rider violating 
this rule at any time must immediately be prohibited from further riding 
until such headgear is properly in place. Protective headgear is defined 
as a riding helmet which meets or exceeds ASTM (American Society 
for Testing and Materials)/SEI(Safety Equipment Institute) standards for 
equestrian use and carries the SEI tag. The harness must be secured and 
properly fitted.

Protective headgear is required when mounted at all CDA shows, clin-
ics, and riding events.  All CDA events adhere to the USEF Protective 
Headgear Rules for Dressage.
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An Introduction to Dressage
Dressage is a system of training the horse.  The object is to 
develop a horse that is a happy athlete through harmonious 
education.  As a result, it makes the horse calm, supple, loose, 
and flexible but also confident, attentive, and keen, thus achieving 
perfect understanding with its rider.  Dressage training is basic 
education of the horse for all disciplines. 

Dressage, in equestrian language, designates the harmonious and 
progressive development of the physical ability of the horse and 
all its natural gaits up to the highest perfection in the Grand Prix. 
Except at the highest levels, it is not a specialty of riding in itself, 
but rather a part of the training to develop better hunters, jumpers, 
3-day eventers, or simply pleasure horses.

The requirements of the respective levels are gradually increased 
corresponding to the natural progress of a horse being schooled, 
leading to freedom and regularity of paces, impulsion, lightness 
to and acceptance of the bit, engagement of the hindquarters, and 
willingness and obedience to the almost imperceptible aids of
the rider, even in the most difficult movements.

A well-ridden test should convey to the spectator an impression 
of harmony between the rider and horse, an ease in performing 
the required movements, and a feeling of a certain artistic 
accomplishment.
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145 Eden Hill Road  Easton, CT 06612   •   203 - 814 - 7976
SonnenhofEquestrianCenter.com

Lesson Academy • Boarding • Training • Leases
Clinics • Shows • Adult & Kids Programs

Dressage • Jumping • Equitation
Groundwork Techniques • Problem Solving

Kirsten Gray
Owner/HeadTrainer  •  USDF Bronze Medalist
203 • 814 • 7976  •  sonnenhofec@gmail.com

USDF Bronze & Silver Medalist

Full Training Packages  •  Training & Competing  •  Lessons

Email Jannike for availability, pricing, and more details at
jannikegray@gmail.com

Taking Pilates-based Movement From
The Studio To The Moving Horse

Pilates Sessions with Tiffany DeMartin 
203-258-3214
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2018
Prize Lists
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                                               Sperry View Farm

Opening Date:  April 2, 2018     Closing Date: April 22, 2018

Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show    -   Saturday May 5th 2018

Opening Date:  August 6, 2018    Closing Date: September 1, 2018

Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show    -   Sunday September 9th 2018

Location: Sperry View Farm - 91 Bethway Road, Bethany, CT    203-915-8293

Judges:   Tara Manion (L)  - May 5th 2018
  Roberta Carleton (L) – September 9th 2018
Secretary:  Hanna Calcagni
  131 Paul Ney Road Cheshire, CT 06410
  (203) 415-1522
  hanna@calcagni.com

Class List:                   Classes may be split or combined as entries warrant.   
                                    1. 2018 USEF Eventing Dressage Tests, Test of Choice 

                  2. 2015 USDF Introductory Level Test A 
                  3. 2015 USDF Introductory Level Test B 
                  4. 2015 USDF Introductory Level Test C 
                  5. 2015 USEF Training Level Test 1 
                  6. 2015 USEF Training Level Test 2 
                  7. 2015 USEF Training Level Test 3 
                  8. 2015 USEF First Level Test 1 
                  9. 2015 USEF First Level Test 2 
                  10. 2015 USEF First Level Test 3 
                  11. 2015 USEF Second Level and above Test of Choice 
                  12. 2013 USEF Rider Tests Training-Second Level 

Fees:   CDA members $25 per Class
Non-members $30 per test
Number deposit: $1
Make checks payable to CDA
No refunds after closing date.
Non-negotiable checks will be charged $25

Awards:  Up to six ribbons awarded in each class.
CDA High Point Award Medal: Awarded to the Adult Amateur and Jr Young 
Rider with the High Percentage Score of the show (excluding Equitation 
Class)

Rules: Number of rides per horse/rider combination may be limited to two. State 
two preferred tests first on applications. Current negative Coggins within 12 
months is mandatory and must accompany entry.  All competitors must wear 
ASTM approved helmets while mounted. Classes may be combined, split, or 
canceled at the discretion of management. Family pets are not allowed on the 
premises. Please treat the grounds as you would your own property. Place all 
trash in bins.

Times: Times will be posted by the Thursday before the show on 
 www.ctdressage.com and will be emailed. Please supply valid email with 

entry.
Directions:   See farm website www.sperryviewfarm.com
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   Grand View Stables

Opening Date:  June 1 2018    Closing Date: June 21 2018   
 
Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show    -   Sunday June 24th 2018

Opening Date:  Sept. 1 2018    Closing Date: Sept. 28 2018   
 
Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show    -   Sunday September 30th 2018

Location: Grand View Stables 86 Hennequin Road, Columbia, CT 06238

Judges:   Ann Guptill – June
  Holly Whitney – September

 
Secretary:  Rochelle McPherson, 

Grand View Stables, 86 Hennequin Road, Columbia, CT 06238. 
PH. 860-933-1939.  

Class List:   USDF 2011 Introductory Tests A-B-C.
  USEF 2013 Training - Second Rider Test 
  USEF 2011 Training 1-3. 
  USEF 2011 First 1-3 
  USEF 2011 Second and above-State test to be ridden.   
  Dressage Seat Equitation. (Youth and Adult Amateurs only)

Fees:   CDA members $25 per Class. Non-members $30 per test. Number   
  deposit: $1. Make checks payable to CDA. No refunds after closing.         
                                Non Negotiable checks will be charged $25

Awards:  Up to six ribbons awarded in each class.
CDA High Point Award Medal: Awarded to the Adult Amateur and Jr 
Young Rider with the High Percentage Score of the show (excluding 
Equitation Class)

Rules: Number of rides per horse/rider combination may be limited to two. 
State two preferred tests first on applications. Current negative Cog-
gins within 12 months is mandatory and must accompany entry.  All 
competitors must wear ASTM approved helmets while mounted. 
Classes may be combined, split, or canceled at the discretion of man-
agement. Family pets are not allowed on the premises. Please treat 
the grounds as you would your own property. Place all trash in bins.

Times:  Call the show secretary the Friday evening before the show between 
6 - 9 P.M. or email:  rochelle.mcpherson@yahoo.com.  You will be 
able to view the ride times on the CDA Website on Saturday before 
the show.

Directions:   Visit farm website: www.grandviewfarms-ct.com
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                                         Carbery Fields Farm

Opening Date:    Closing Date: July 1, 2018  

Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show – Sunday July 8th, 2018
This schooling show can count towards qualifying scores for the 2018 NRADC

Location: Carbery Fields Farm - 859 Beaumont Hwy. Lebanon CT 06249 

Judges:   Tara Manion – (L)
 
Secretary:  Liz Caron – 860-208-6151

859 Beaumont Hwy.
Lebanon, CT 06249
lizcaron@carberyfields.com

Class List:              Classes may be split or combined as entries warrant.   
                                1. 2018 USEF Eventing Dressage Tests, Test of Choice 

2. 2015 USDF Introductory Level Test A 
3. 2015 USDF Introductory Level Test B 
4. 2015 USDF Introductory Level Test C 
5. 2015 USEF Training Level Test 1 
6. 2015 USEF Training Level Test 2 
7. 2015 USEF Training Level Test 3 
8. 2015 USEF First Level Test 1 
9. 2015 USEF First Level Test 2 
10. 2015 USEF First Level Test 3 
11. 2015 USEF Second Level and above Test of Choice 
12. 2013 USEF Rider Tests Training-Second Level 

Entries:  $30/class accompanied with current Coggins, and Rabies Cert. Make 
checks payable to Connecticut Dressage Association. Scratches will 
be refunded less an office fee of $10 before the closing date. No # fee 
required. All dogs must be on a leash and are not allowed in the barn 
or indoor arena. 

Awards:  Ribbons will be awarded to 6th place.

Releases: Riders must have a current Carbery Fields Liability Waiver & Medi-
cal Form on file. These can be mailed or emailed upon request, or 
filled out at the show before riding. 

 
Times: Rain or Shine!

Warm up inside, tests outside. Times will be available the Saturday 
a.m. prior to the show on Carbery Fields website, or can be emailed 
upon request. Please provide email address on entry.

Directions:   See farm website www.carberyfields.com
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Weatogue Stables

Opening Date:   Closing Date: Tuesday prior to show date.

Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show-Saturday August. 4 2018
 
Location: Weatogue Stables, LLC

33 Weatogue Road, Salisbury, CT 06068    860-824-7908

Judges:   Sue Buchanan and Leanne Schroeder

Secretary:  Bobbi Carleton
33 Weatogue Road
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-824-7908

Class List: USDF 2015   Introductory A, B, and C
  USEF 2015   Training Level, Tests 1 -  3
  USEF  2015  First Level, Tests 1 – 3
  USEF  2015  Second Level and above, state test of choice
  USEF 2015  Rider’s Test- state level/test of choice
  USEF 2018 Event test- state test of Choice
  ***USDF Freestyle- level of choice***   
  ***Leadline***

 
Entries:  $30.00 per class.  
  ***August 4th  show- Checks to CDA!!***
  No refunds after closing date
  Negative Coggins within 12 months must accompany entry.
  Classes may be combined or split as entries warrant.

Awards: First Place Trophy and ribbons to sixth place.
  High Score award for each level and overall!!
  **Scores count toward CDA and Weatogue year end  
  awards!!**

Times:  Enclose Email contact, or call the farm the Friday before the   
  show.

Directions:    See farm website www.weatoguestables.com
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R Folly Farm

Opening Date:     Closing Date: August 26 2018

Connecticut Dressage Association Schooling Show    -   Sunday September 
2, 2018

Location: R Folly Farm
 380 West Morris Road
 Morris, CT 06783

Judges:         Roberta Carleton – (L)

Secretary:  Nancy Blanchard - Abacus Events
 (Mail entries to) 
 P. O. Box 9
 Thomaston CT, 06787 

Class List: USDF 2015 Introductory Tests A-B-C.
 USEF 2015 Rider Tests - Training through Second Level 
 USEF 2015 Training and above. 
                      Dressage Seat Equitation  

Fees:  CDA Members $25 per test 
 Non-Member $30 per test 
 Number deposit: $1
 Checks payable to CDA
 Non-negotiable check will be charged $25 
 No refunds after closing date.

Awards:     Up to six ribbons awarded in each class.
     CDA High Point Award - One each Adult Amateur and Youth 
     (DS Equitation scores do qualify for this award)

Rules:      Current negative Coggins within 12 months is mandatory and must  
     accompany entry. 

     All competitors must wear ASTM approved helmets while           
    mounted or head gear appropriate to the level.            
   Classes may be combined, split, or canceled at the discretion 
    of management.
    Family pet not allowed on the premises.  Please treat the grounds 
    as you would your own property. 
    Place all trash in designated containers: no alcohol please.

Times:           Call the show secretary the Friday evening before the show 
                       between 6 - 9 P.M. at 860-618-2420.

Directions:     See the Directions to CDA schooling Shows and Clinics Section
                        of CDA website or call show secretaryfor assistance.
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Fox Ledge Farm 
29-A Daniels Road 
East Haddam, CT  06423  
860-873-8108     eqarts@snet.net 
www.foxledgefarm.net    

Wednesday, June 20, 2018   Judge Doris Carlson USDF “L” grad  
Closing date Friday, June 15 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 Judge Bobbi Carleton USDF “L” grad  
Closing date Friday, July 20 
Rain or shine! Warm up indoors, show outdoors  Noon start time runs ‘til dark 
        Small arena will be used for USDF Intro, USEA Tests & USEF Training 1 & 2 
Classes offered:   Classes may be split or combined as entries warrant   
      2015USDF Introductory Level Test A    
      2015USDF Introductory Level Test B  
      2015 USDF Introductory Level Test C 
      2015 USEF Training Level Test 1 
      2015 USEF Training Level Test 2 
      2015 USEF Training Level Test 3 
      2015 USEF First Level Test 1 
      2015 USEF First Level Test 2 
      2015 USEF First Level Test 3 

2-15 USEF Second Level and above, specify Test of Choice 
      2013 USEF Rider Tests, Training through 2nd level 
      Freestyle: 2015 USDF Freestyle Tests Training through 4th level 
       Dressage Equitation 

2018 USEA Dressage tests, specify Test of Choice  
 
Entries: $30/class accompanied with current Coggins Test & Rabies Cert.  
Make checks payable to Fox Ledge Farm. Mail to above address.  No # fee. 
Scratches will be refunded less an office fee of $10 before closing date.  
Awards: Ribbons will be awarded to 6th place, special trophy/prize to 1st place 
Releases:  Riders must have a Fox Ledge Farm Liability Waiver & Medical Form 
on file. These can be mailed upon request, or filled out at show before riding.  
Times: will be available the Monday before the show by calling Fox Ledge 
Farm and can be emailed, please provide email address on entry.  
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Dressage Schooling Show Entry Form 
 
Rider’s Name   
 
Age (if under 21)  
 
Address 
 
Email 
 
Phone:  Home    Work            Cell 
 
Horse’s Name 
 
Age  Color    Breed 
 
Coggins & Rabies Date 
 
Classes: 
#  Description 
Fee 
 
Classes: 
#  Description 
Fee                

 
Classes: 
#  Description 
Fee 
Classes: 
 
#  Description 
Fee 

 
 

Total Fees  $       (Entry Fees: $30/class. No # fee) 
 
 
FLF Liability & Medical Waivers on file or will fill out at show. (Please circle one). 
Remember to include current Coggins Test copy and Rabies Certificate. 

         

   Fox Ledge Farm 

  

             29 - A Daniels Road, East Haddam, CT   0642 3       
  
8 60 - 873 - 8108       www.foxledgefarm.net      eqarts@snet.net   
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Contact us for your freestyle needs… 
  
 

Equestrian Arts Productions  
              at Fox Ledge Farm  

29-A Daniels Road, East Haddam, CT 06423  
 

 

     

Ann Guptill & Ed Iarusso 
       eqarts@snet.net  www.equestrianarts.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

         Ann Guptill 

                         Former USET Rider  

        USDF Instructor Certification Faculty & Examiner    

    USPC Graduate A Traditional 

      Boarding, Training, Lessons and Clinics 

eqarts@snet.net    860-873-8108   www.equestrianarts.net 

  Fox Ledge Farm  
      East Haddam, CT 
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220 Talcott Hill Road, Coventry, CT 06238
Call (860) 942-3942  or Email

Athene von Hirschberg: athene@ctequestrian.com 
or MaryJo Zanolli: phoebejane10@yahoo.com 

www.ConnecticutEquestrianCenter.com

TRIAN

EC

CEEQ
UES CENTE

R

CO
NN TICUT

C

 
 

 

   April 22nd; June 3rd; Aug 26th; Saturday October 6th

2018 SHOW DATES:

Connecticut Equestrian Center is a premier Boarding, Lesson and Training
facility in Coventry, CT, with stabling for 28 horses, and additional limited

rough board accommodation. CEC offers expert personalized care for your
horse, a live-in Barn Manager, full-day turnout, and a range of opportunities

for owners and boarders.
In addition we run an excellent lesson program that caters to riders of all ages
and abilities. We provide instruction in all English disciplines and specialize in

Dressage at all levels. We also offer Centered Riding, Versatility, Cross-
Country and trail-riding instruction.

CEC Dressage shows are CDA-recognized. Our Judges are all USDF L
graduates or higher, so these shows provide excellent preparation for rated

shows, as well as the opportunity to receive constructive feedback and advice.
Western Dressage riders are welcome - all tests available! Our shows are
friendly and informal with ribbons through 10th place and year-end-awards!
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CDA #  _____ MUST BE PROVIDED IF YOU WISH TO BE ENTERED F0R CDA AWARDS 

RIDER NAME: ____________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #:_______________________________________________________________________ 

2018 CEC/CDA Schooling Show Entry Form 
• Only one horse per entry form.  Every horse must be named. 
• Exhibitor must complete both pages of the form - Entry + Release 
• Entries must be received no later than the Monday before the show, 
• Mail this form to: Competition Secretary  
•                              220 Talcott Hill Rd, Coventry, CT 06238 
• or email to athene@ctequestrian.com

Classes offered:  
USDF: Introductory Tests & Freestyles 
USEF Training and Levels 1-4;  
PSG & above on request 
Western Dressage Tests 

Name & Date of Competition: Circle the appropriate date:  4/22   6/3   8/6   SAT 10/6 
Please note that our October show is on SATURDAY 10/6. The other dates are Sundays 

NAME OF HORSE: (One horse per entry please)

Class Description and Level Status 
(Y,AA,O)

Class Fee

ENTRY FEES: 
# OF TESTS ENTERED @ $35 per test                                       $________ 

$10 Grounds Use / Insurance Fee                                               $    10.00 

TOTAL:                                                                                           $ ________                                                                                                            
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WEATOGUE STABLES, LLC
33 Weatogue Road, Salisbury, CT 06068

860-307-8531

Weatogue Stables 2018 Schooling Dressage Shows
Sunday, June 24- Judges Doris Carlson and Jane Rodd

**SATURDAY** August 4th- Judges Sue Roberto Buchanan and Leanne 
Schroeder

Sunday, September 16th- Judges- Ann Guptill and Krystal Wilt

(Closing date: MUST BE RECEIVED BY Tuesday prior to show date)

Secretary:  Bobbi Carleton
  33 Weatogue Road
  Salisbury, CT 06068
  860-307-8531

Class List: USDF 2015   Introductory A, B, and C
  USEF 2015   Training Level, Tests 1 - 3
  USEF  2015  First Level, Tests 1 – 3
  USEF  2015  Second Level and above, state test of choice
  USEF 2015  Rider’s Test- state level/test of choice
  USEF 2018 Event test- state test of Choice
  ***USDF Freestyle- level of choice***   
  ***Leadline***

Entries: $30.00 per class.  
  Checks payable to Weatogue Stables, LLC
  ***August 4th show- Checks to CDA!!***
  No refunds after closing date
  Negative Coggins within 12 months must accompany entry.
  Classes may be combined or split as entries warrant.

Awards:                First Place Trophy and ribbons to sixth place.
  High Score award for each level and overall!!
  **Scores count toward CDA and Weatogue year end       
  awards!!**  

Times:  Enclose Email contact, or call the farm the Friday before the   
  show.

Directions: From central CT: Route 44 west. Approx. 3 miles past the town   
  of Canaan, turn right onto Twin Lakes Road.  One mile in, bear 
  right onto Weatogue Rd.  Farm is ¼ mile on right.
  From NYS:- Route 22 to Millerton, NY.  At light, turn onto 
  Route 44 east.  Follow through Lakeville and Salisbury.  About
  4 miles past Salisbury, turn sharp left onto Twin Lakes Rd.
  Continue as above.
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The Baroque Equestrian Games NE Competition July 14, 2018 
 
The Baroque Equestrian Games (BEGI) is a competition that rewards balance, 
lightness and harmony between the horse and rider. The competition is open to 
all breeds of horses. 

Location: High Hopes Therapeutic Riding Center 
 36 Town Woods Rd., Old Lyme, CT 06371 
 
Judge: Jos Sevriens – Dutch USEF judge 
 
Secretary: Genie Dethloff Call or email for Entry and full Prize List. 
 geniede@comcast.net Closing date – June 30, 2018. 
 734 417-1729 Secretary will email individual ride times.  
 
Levels: There are four training phases (Phases or Levels) in BEGI 
INITIATE -  Walk, trot  
EQUILIBRE or balance -  Walk, trot, canter, loops, transitions, shoulder in  
RASSEMBLER or Collection - Lateral work in trot and canter, pirouettes 
HAUTE ECOLE or High School - Piaffe, passage, changes, pirouettes 
 
Sections: There are four sections. Riders can choose multiple sections.  
The ridden sections have patterns in all levels. 
GROUNDWORK- Patterns in lunging & work in hand.  
CLASSICAL SCHOOLING – Dressage patterns that are progressive in difficulty   
within each of the levels. 
MOUNTED MANUEVERS – Dressage patterns with obstacles. 
MUSICAL PRESENTATION - Musical freestyle in costume.   
 
Entries: Groundwork $35; Classical Schooling, Mounted Manuevers, & 

Musical Presentations - Initiate $40, other $45. Office $20.  
 
Awards: Five ribbons per class. High Score Awards and High Point 

Championships with prizes. 
 
Rules: See full Prize List for rules. 

Stabling: Overnight stalls Friday evening to Sunday morning or trailer in. 

Facility: Show in indoor arena with warmup in outdoor sand arena. 

Clinic: Preshow BEGI clinic July 12 & 13 in Clinton CT 

For more info about BEGI or The NE Show go to baroquegames.net, or 
contact Patricia Norcia 860 391-2767 or pnorcia@mac.com.  

OTHER PRIZE LISTS
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USEF/USDF Recognized Dressage Shows
USEF/USDF Level 1 Championships

Opening Date: Apr 4 (I), May 30 (II), Jun 6 (III), July 3 (VI), 
  Sept 26 (Series VII)
Closing Date: Apr 25 (I), June 20 (II), June 27 (III), July 25 (VI), 
  Oct 17 (Series VII)
Days & Dates: Sunday, May 6, 2018(Series I), June 30, 2018(Series II), 
  July 11, 2018 (Series III),  August 5, 2018 (Series VI) and       
  Sunday,  October 28, 2018 (Series VII)

Official Name: Sperry View Farm Dressage Show -Series I, 
  R Folly Farm Spring Show - Series II, 
  Sperry View Farm Dressage - Series III, 
  Weatogue Stables – Series VI & 
  Sperry View Farm Dressage Show and CT Level 1    
                Championship -Series VII, USEF/USDF Recognized Dressage  
                Shows Level 1

USEF/USDF#  330549/328956/334592/329967/331709

Location:  I , III & VII-Sperry View Farm, 91 Bethway Rd, Bethany CT
  II-R Folly Farm, 380 West Morris Road, Morris, CT
  VI-Weatogue Stables, 33 Weatogue Rd, Salisbury, CT 

Management: I-Sperry View Farm, LLC 
  II-R Folly Farm, LLC
  VI - Weatogue Stables, LLC 
  VII-Sperry View Farm, LLC

Manager/Secretary: 
I, II, III & VII-Debra Reinhardt VI – Hanna Calcagni
160 Woods Way Dr  131 Paul Ney Rd
Southbury, CT 06488  Cheshire, CT 06410 
(203)264-2148   203-415-1522
Debra@centerlineevents.com hanna@calcagni.com

Judges:  TBA, S for Series I, Anne Cizaldo, FL, S for II, Cindy Canace,  
                             S for Series III, Susan Buchanan, MA, S for Series VI and         
  Kem Barbosa, NJ, S for Series VII    
 

    



 2018 Connecticut Dressage Association Omnibus 51

        
Technical Delegate: Ray Denis, MA, r, for Series I & VII, Paul Cormier, MA, R 
for Series II, III & VI.   

Levels: Intro through Grand Prix Level, and GAIG/USDF Qualifying and 
opportunity classes Training thru Second.

Awards: All 1st place will receive a prize. Six ribbons will be presented in each 
class.

Entries: 
Training thru FEI and Freestyles -   $50
Championship Class    $65
DSE      $30
GAIG/USDF Qualifying    $15/class
Drug Fee ($15 Drug&Med fee, $8 USEF fee) $23
Office Fee     $25
USEF Show Pass     $45
USDF Non-member fee    $35

These are five different shows and one entry for each is required. A drug fee, 
a non-refundable office fee, a negative Coggins dated within 12 months of 
show date; and all entries MUST submit USEF and USDF documents for rider, 
owner, trainer and horse as appropriate for entry/classes. All horses must have 
documentation of EIV and EHV vaccinations according to GR845. Please 
include USEF Show Pass and/or USDF non-member fee if applicable.  All 
entries must have three signatures including emergency info. Make checks 
payable to I, III & VII- Centerline Events, II – R Folly Farm, VI-Weatogue 
Stables. No Credit Cards accepted.  Unconditionally, no refunds after closing 
date or for ‘acts of god’ which require management to cancel classes or 
day(s) of competition. Non-negotiable check or refused credit card will be 
charged $25. Refunds will be given for cancellations received in writing, email, 
or fax before the closing date less office fee. Any unused USEF or USDF fees 
will be refunded after any indebtedness is settled. Post entries will be accepted 
to fill scratches with a $20 post entry fee. 

Times: Times will be on the website and  www.centerlineevents.com, at least 
one week prior to the competition. Times for sound checks will be posted at the 
office, and CDs must be in .MP3 or .WAV formats.

Stabling: Limited number of permanent stalls with full doors in the area.  One 
night starting 4pm the day before to 4pm day of the show is $75. Please call 
secretary for availability.

Accommodations: Call Secretary
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Directions:  See Websites

Footing: See official and individual Prizelists for exact footing type. All tests 
ridden in 20x60. 

Entertainment: No food available on the grounds except for water to purchase. 

Other: Management reserves the right to combine, divide, or cancel any class. 
EVERY CLASS OFFERED HEREIN WHICH IS COVERED BY THE RULES 
AND SPECIFICATIONS OF THE CURRENT USEF RULEBOOK WILL BE 
CONDUCTED AND JUDGED IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH. Farrier on 
the grounds and on call. Veterinarian on call, and contact info posted at show. 
All dogs must be leashed. Series VI & V are Carbery Fields Dressage Shows, 
see website for prizelist or separate entry in OPL.

Class List:
1.   Training Level Test 1  Open     
2.   Training Level Test 2  Open     
3.   Training Level Test 3  Open/GAIG/USDF Qualifying  
5.   Training Level Test 1  Opportunity class*/Championship**  
 
6.   Training Level Test 2  Opportunity class*
7.   Training Level Test 1  Championship** *  
11. First Level Test 1  Open     
12. First Level Test 2  Open     
13. First Level Test 3  Open/GAIG /USDF Qualifying  
15. First Level Test 1  Opportunity class*/Championship** 
 
16. First Level Test 2  Opportunity class*   
17. First Level Test 1  Championship** *  
21. Second Level Test 1  Open
22. Second Level Test 2  Open     
23. Second Level Test 3  Open/GAIG /USDF Qualifying  
25. Second Level Test 1  Opportunity class*/Championship**  
 
26. Second Level Test 2  Opportunity class*   
27. Second Level Test 1  Championship** *  
31. Third Level Test 1  Open     
32. Third Level Test 2  Open     
33. Third Level Test 3  Open/GAIG/USDF Qualifying  
37. Third Level Test 1  Championship** *  
41. Fourth Level Test 1  Open
42. Fourth Level Test 2  Open     
43. Fourth Level Test 3  Open/GAIG/USDF Qualifying
47. Fourth Level Test 1  Championship** *  
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50. FEI Test of Choice  Open/ GAIG/USDF Qualifying, as        
                                                          applicable
57. FEI Test of Choice  Championship** */ GAIG/USDF           
                                                Qualifying, as applicable  
60. Freestyle Test of Choice** Open/GAIG/USDF Qualifying/CFC
70. Dressage Seat Equitation Jr-YR/AA
80. Dressage Rider Test of Choice  Open
91. USDF Intro A                Open
92. USDF Intro B   Open
97. USDF Intro B   Championship**    

*Riders riding only in Opportunity classes do not need to pay USEF Show Pass 
or USDF non-member fees, USDF HID, or drug fee. Please note that riders 
and horse must comply with the USEF rules including drug testing. Riders 
may ride both in Recognized and Opportunity classes, but memberships, horse 
registrations drug fees, etc must be paid
** Freestyles NOT held at R Folly Farm show. They include USDF and FEI 
levels. Note:Training Level is not GAIG/USDF Qualifier
***Championship classes are held ONLY in Series VII – Sperry View Farm 
Dressage Show. Please go to the website, www.sperryviewfarm.com , to see the 
rules to enter these classes.

Northeast Regional Adult Amateur 
Dressage Championships

The Northeast Regional Adult Amateur Dressage Championship 
(NRADC) is held in conjunction with the Fall Finale at Mystic Valley Hunt Club 
every year around mid-October.  NRADC includes two championships – the 
Team and Individual.  Teams are made up of three to four riders each riding 
the highest test of their level.  The top three scores determine the team score.  
The individual scores are determined by the dressage test as well as a musical 
freestyle.

This year CDA sponsored a team comprised on Nicole Boutot riding Linus, 
Emily Wilson riding Artik Tundra, Elizabeth Golas riding Moose on the Loose, 
and Linda Roache riding Paradox Pippin.  This year there were six teams com-
peting and ten individual riders going for individual awards.  Despite the less 
than desirable weather on Saturday, the CDA team placed third overall in the 
team competition with everyone putting in very respectable tests.  Additionally, 
Emily Wilson finished out the weekend as Reserve Champion, Elizabeth Golas 
placed fifth and Nicole Boutot placed sixth in the individual placings.
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Dressage Definitions
Working Paces
Regular and unconstrained, energetic but calm, with even, elastic steps.

Collected Gait
Remaining on the bit, the horse moves forward with its neck raised and 
arched as a result of energetic impulsion. Lightness of forehand, engage-
ment of hindquarters are called for. The strides are shorter, but lighter 
and more mobile.

Medium Paces
Between the collected and extended gaits. This shows a moderate exten-
sion with suspension or airtime.

Extended Paces
Covering as much ground as possible, lengthening strides to the utmost 
while maintaining the same rhythm, also showing a lengthening of the 
frame.
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MOVEMENTS (alphabetically): 

Change of Leg
Change of leading leg at the canter.

Counter Canter
A suppling movement deliberately asking for the opposite of the 
normal lead, such as right lead on a circle to the left.

Half-Pass
A variation of travers, executed on the diagonal instead of along 
the wall. The horse, slightly bent around the inside leg of the rider, 
should be as parallel as possible to the long sides of the arena, the 
forehand slightly in advance of the quarters.

Lateral Movements
The horse is bent uniformly from poll to tail and moves with the 
forehand and quarters on different tracks. Shoulder in, haunches-
in (travers), haunches-out (renvers), and half pass are lateral 
movements.

Passage
A measured, very collected, very elevated, and very cadenced trot, 
character ized by a pronounced engagement of the quarters, a more 
accentuated flexion of the knees and hocks, and graceful elasticity 
of the movements.

Piaffe
A highly measured, collected, elevated, and cadenced trot in place.

Pirouette
Circle executed on two tracks, with a radius equal to the length 
of the horse, the forehand moving around the haunches and 
maintaining the rhythm and sequence of footfalls of the gait being 
used.
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Movements continued...

Reinback
Backward movement in which hooves are raised and set down 
almost simultaneously by diagonal pairs.

Renvers
Haunches-out. The inverse movement to travers, with tail instead 
of head to the Wall.

Shoulder-In
The horse is bent slightly around the inside leg of the rider, and the 
inside front leg passes and crosses in front of the outside front leg. 
The horse is looking away from the direction in which it is moving.

Transition
Change of gait or speed.

Travers
Haunches-in. The horse is slightly bent around the inside leg of 
the rider. The outside hind leg passes and crosses in front of the 
inside hind leg. The horse is looking in the direction in which it is 
moving. Performed along the wall or on the center line, at an angle 
of about 30 degrees to the direction in which the horse is moving.
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COLLECTION
(Increased Engagement, 

Lightness of the Forehand, 
Self-carriage)

STRAIGHTNESS
(Improved

 Alignment 
& Balance)

IMPULSION
(Increased Energy 

& Thrust)

CONNECTION
(Acceptance of the Bit

through Acceptance of the aids)

RELAXATION
(With Elasticity & Suppleness)

RHYTHM
(With Energy & Tempo)

The horse shows collection when he lowers 
and engages his hindquar�ers - shor�ening 
and nar�owing his base of suppor�, resulting 
in light�ess and mobilit� of the forehand. 
Because the center of mass is shisted 
backward, the forehand is lightened 
and elevated; the horse feels more ‘uphill’.

A horse is said to be st�aight when the footfalls 
of the forehand and the hindquar�ers are 

appropriately alig�ed on st�aight and cur�ed 
lines and when his longit�dinal axis is in 

line with the st�aight or cur�ed t�ack on 
which he is ridden.

Impulsion is the ter� used to describe 
the t�ansmission of an eager and 
energetic, yet cont�olled, propulsive 
thr�st generated from the 
hindquar�ers into the athletic 
movement of the horse. 
Impulsion is associated with 
a phase of suspension such 
as exists in t�ot and canter, 
but not in walk.

Connection: The energ� 
generated in the 

hindquar�ers by the 
driving aids must flow 

through the whole body 
of the horse and is 

received in the rider's 
hands. The contact to 
the bit must be elastic 

and adjustable.

Relaxation refers to the 
horse's mental state 

(calmness without anxiet� 
or ner�ousness),as well as 

his physical state (the 
absence of negative 
muscular tension). 

Usually, the mental 
and physical states 

go hand in hand.

Rhy�hm is the 
ter� used for the 
characteristic 
sequence of 
footfalls and 
timing of a pure 
walk, pure t�ot 
and pure canter.

Py�amid
Trainingof

“INCREASING THROUGHNESS AND OBEDIENCE”
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Collective Marks for the USDF Dressage 
Tests (Introductory Tests)

Gaits
Freedom and regularity.

Impulsion
Desire to move forward with suppleness of the back and steady 
tempo.

Submission
Acceptance of steady contact, attention, and confidence (x2).

Rider’s Position and Seat
Keeping in balance with horse.

Rider’s Effectiveness of Aids
Correct bend and preparation of transitions.

Geometry and Accuracy
Correct size and shape of circles and turns.
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2015
USEF INTRODUCTORY

TEST A
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A                                            

Between                         
X&C 

Enter working trot rising                                   

Medium walk

Straightness on centerline 
and in transition; clear trot 
and walk rhythm.

2 .C 
   M  

Track right.              
Working trot rising.  

Balance and bend in turn.         
Quality of transition. 

3. A Circle right 20 meters, 
working  trot rising.

Roundness and size of 
circle; clear trot rhythm 
and bend.  

4. K-X-M Change rein. Clear trot rhythm and  
straightness on diagonal;  
bend through corners. 

5. C Circle left 20 meters, 
working trot rising. 

Roundness and size of 
circle; clear trot rhythm 
and bend.  

6. Between 
   C & H 

Medium walk. Willing and balanced 
transition; clear walk 
rhythm. 

7. H-X-F Free walk. Complete freedom to 
stretch neck forward and 
downward; clear walk 
rhythm, straightness on the 
diagonal; ground cover. 

8. F-A                                           
    A  

Medium walk.        
Down centerline. 

Willing and balanced 
transition; clear walk 
rhythm, bending 
in corner and turn.                              
Straightness on centerline.

9. X Halt and salute. Straightness; willing, 
balanced transition at halt.

Leave arena in the free walk.  Exit at A
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2015
USEF INTRODUCTORY

TEST B
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1.  A
     X

Enter working trot rising.
Halt through medium 
walk.Salute - Proceed 
working trot rising.

Straightness on centerline 
and in transitions; clear 
trot and walk rhythm.

2. C Track left, working trot 
rising.

Balance and bend in turn

3. E

    E

Circle left 20 meters, 
working trot rising.
Straight ahead.

Roundness and size of 
circle; clear trot rhythm 
and bend.

4. 
Between 
K & A

Medium walk.
Willing and balanced 
transition; walk rhythm.

5. F-E Free walk. Complete freedom to 
stretch neck forward and 
downward; clear walk 
rhythm, straightness on the 
diagonal; ground cover.

6. E-H Medium walk. Willing and balanced 
transition; clear walk 
rhythm.

7. 
Between
H & C

Working trot rising.
Willing and balanced 
transition; clear trot 
rhythm.

8. B Circle right 20 meters, 
working trot rising.

Roundness and size of 
circle; clear trot rhythm 
and bend

9. A
    X

Down centerline.
Halt through medium 
walk.
Salute.

Straightness on centerline; 
willing, balanced transition 
and halt.

Leave arena in the free walk.  Exit at A
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2015
USEF INTRODUCTORY

TEST C
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot 
rising.
Halt through medium 
walk. Salute - Proceed 
working trot rising.

Straightness on centerline 
and in transitions; clear 
trot rhythm.

2. C Track right.              
Working trot rising.

Balance and bend in turn

3. B Circle right 20 meters Roundness and size of 
circle; clear trot rhythm 
and bend.

4. A

Before A

Circle right 20 meters 
developing working 
canter in first quarter of 
the circle, right lead.
Working trot rising.

Roundness and size of 
circle; clear canter rhythm 
and bend.

(Transition in & out of 
canter)

Balance and smoothness.

5. K-X-M Change rein, working 
trot rising.

Trot rhythm and 
straightness on diagonal; 
bend through corners.

6. E Circle left 20 meters. Roundness and size of 
circle; clear trot rhythm 
and bend.

7. A

Before A

Circle left 20 meters 
developing working 
canter in first quarter of 
the circle, left lead.
Working trot rising.

Roundness and size of 
circle; clear canter rhythm 
and bend.

(Transition in & out of 
canter)

Balance and smoothness.

8. Between
    F & B 

Medium walk. Willing and balanced 
transition; clear walk 
rhythm.
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. B-H
    H

Free walk
Medium walk

Complete freedom to 
stretch neck forward and 
downward; clear walk 
rhythm, straightness on the 
diagonal; ground cover. 
Willing and balanced 
transition; clear walk 
rhythm.

10. 
Between C 
& M

Working trot rising to A
Willing and balanced 
transition; clear trot 
rhythm.

11.A
     G

“Down centerline.
Halt through medium 
walk.
Salute”

Straightness on centerline; 
willingness, balanced 
transition and halt.

Leave arena in the free walk.  Exit at A
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Collective Marks for USEF Dressage Tests

Gaits
Freedom and regularity.

Impulsion
Desire to move forward, elasticity of the steps, suppleness of the 
back, engagement of the hindquarters. 

Submission
Willing cooperation, harmony, attention and confidence, accep-
tance of bit and aids, straightness, lightness of forehand and ease 
of movements. 

Rider’s Position and Seat
Alignment, posture, stability, weight placement, following 
mechanics of the gaits.

Rider’s Correct and Effective Use of the Aids
Clarity, subtlety, independence, accuracy of test.
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Training Level
Training Level establishes that the correct foundation of training is 
present. At this level, the horse is required to move freely forward 
in the working paces, maintain a steady rhythm, be physically 
supple and accept the bit with relaxation. Test movements are 
simple, requiring gradual transitions and large circles (20 meters).
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2015
USEF TRAINING LEVEL

TEST 1
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot
Halt, salute
Proceed working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; willing, calm 
transitions; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile
(min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    E

Track left
Circle left 20m

Regularity and quality of 
trot; bend and balance in 
turn and circle; shape
and size of circle

2

3. A Circle left 20m 
developing left lead
canter in first quarter of 
circle

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; shape and size
of circle; bend; balance

4. 
A-F-B Working canter

Regularity and quality of 
canter; bend in corner; 
straightness

5. 
Between
B & M

Working trot
Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; straightness

6. C Medium walk Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and
quality of walk

7. E-F
    F

Change rein, free walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality 
of walks; reach and 
ground cover of free 
walk allowing complete 
freedom to stretch the 
neck forward and
downward; straightness; 
willing, calm transitions

2

8. A Working trot Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
trot

9. E Circle right 20m Regularity and quality 
of trot; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

10. C Circle right 20m 
developing right lead 
canter in first quarter of 
circle

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; shape and size
of circle; bend; balance

11. 
C-M-B Working canter

Regularity and quality of 
canter; bend in corner; 
straightness

12. 
Between
B & F

Working trot
Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; straightness

13. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend and balance in 
turn; regularity and 
quality of trot; willing, 
calm transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF TRAINING LEVEL

TEST 2
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot
Halt, salute
Proceed working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; willing,calm 
transitions; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    B

Track right
Circle right 20m

Regularity and quality of 
trot; bendand balance in 
turn and circle; shape
and size of circle

3. 
K-X-M Change rein

Regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness; bend in 
corner

4. 
Between
C & H

Working canter left lead
Willing, calm transition; 
regularityand quality of 
gaits; bend in corner;
straightness

5. E Circle left 20m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend;balance

2

6. 
Between
E & K

Working trot
Willing, calm transition; 
regularity andq uality of 
gaits, straightness

7. A

Before A

    A

Circle left 20m rising 
trot, allowing the horse 
to stretch forward and
downward
Shorten the reins

Working trot

Forward and downward 
stretch over the back 
into a light contact, 
maintaining balance 
and quality of trot; 
bend; shape and size 
of circle;willing, calm 
transitions

8. 
Between
A & F
    F-E

Medium walk

Change rein, medium 
walk

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
walk
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. E-M
    M

Change rein, free walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality 
of walks; reach and 
ground cover of free 
walk allowing complete 
freedom to stretch 
the neck forward and 
downward; straightness;
willing, calm transitions

2

10. C Working trot Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
trot

11. E Circle left 20m Regularity and quality 
of trot; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

12. 
F-X-H Change rein

Regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness; bend in 
corner

13. 
Between
C & M

Working canter right 
lead

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; bend in corner;
straightness

14. B Circle right 20m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

2

15. 
Between 
B & F

Working trot
Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits, straightness

16. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend and balance in 
turn; regularity and 
quality of trot; willing, 
calm transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF TRAINING LEVEL

TEST 3
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot
Halt, salute
Proceed working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; willing, calm 
transitions; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

2. C
H-X-K

Track left
One loop

and balance in turn; shape 
and size of loop; changes 
of bend; balance

3. 
Between
A & F

Working canter left 
lead

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; bend in corner;
straightness

4. B Circle left 20m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

5. H-X-F
    X Change rein

Working trot

Regularity and quality 
of gaits; willing, calm 
transition; straightness; 
bend in corner

6. A Medium walk Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
walk

7. K-X-H
    H Free walk

Medium walk

Regularity and quality 
of walks; reach and 
ground cover of free 
walk allowing complete 
freedom to stretch 
the neck forward and 
downward; straightness;
willing, calm transitions

2

8. C
    M-X-F

Working trot
One loop

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; shape and size of 
loop; changes of bend; 
balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. 
Between
A & K

Working canter right 
lead

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; bend in corner;
straightness

10. E Circle right 20m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

11. C Working trot Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
trot

12. B

Before B
      B

Circle right 20m in 
rising trot allowing the 
horse to stretch forward 
and downward
Shorten the reins

Working trot

Forward and downward 
stretch over the back 
into a light contact, 
maintaining balance and 
quality of trot; bend; 
shape and size of circle;
willing, calm transitions

2

13. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend and balance in turn; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; willing, calm
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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First Level
First Level requires a greater degree of balance and suppleness 
from the horse than Training Level. The horse must demonstrate 
it has developed thrust (impulsion) and a greater ability to balance 
and carry itself. New requirements at this level include more 
difficult transitions between gaits (walk, trot, canter), smaller 
circles (10 and 15 meters), lengthening of stride and leg-yielding.
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2015
USEF FIRST LEVEL

TEST 1
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot
Halt, salute
Proceed working trot

Regularity and quality of 
trot; willing, calm transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    E-X

Track left
Half circle left 10m, 
returning to track at H

Bend and balance in turn and 
half circle; regularity and 
quality of trot; shape and size 
of half circle;
straightness

3. B-X Half circle right 10m, 
returning to
track at M

Regularity and quality of trot; 
shape and size of half circle; 
bend; balance;
straightness

4. C

Before C

    C

Circle left 20m rising 
trot, allowing the horse to 
stretch forward and
downward
Shorten the reins

Working trot

Forward and downward 
stretch over the back into a 
light contact, maintaining 
balance and quality of trot; 
bend; shape and size of circle; 
willing, calm transitions

2

5. S-F

    F

Change rein, lengthen 
stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transitions

6. A Medium walk Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and quality of walk

7. V-R
     R

Change rein, free walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality of 
walks; reach and ground 
cover of free walk allowing 
complete freedom to stretch 
the neck forward and 
downward; straightness;
willing, clear transitions

2

8. M
    C

Working trot
Working canter left lead

Willing, calm transitions; 
regularity and quality of gaits; 
bend in corners

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. S-V Lengthen stride in canter Willing, clear transition; 
moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of canter; 
straightness; consistent tempo

10. V Circle left 15m
Develop working canter 
in first half of circle

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of
circle; bend; balance

11. 
F-X-H
      X

Change rein
Working trot

Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and quality of gaits; 
straightness

12. C Working canter right lead Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter

13. R-P Lengthen stride in canter Willing, clear transition; 
moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of canter; 
straightness; consistent tempo

14. P Circle right 15m Develop 
working canter in first 
half of circle

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

15. A Working trot Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and quality of trot; 
straightness

16. V-M
      
      M

Change rein, lengthen 
stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of trot;
straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transitions

17. E
      X
      G

Half circle left 10m
Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend and balance in half 
circle; regularity and 
quality of trot, willing, calm 
transition; straight, attentive
halt; immobile (min. 3 
seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF FIRST LEVEL

TEST 2
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot
Halt, salute
Proceed working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; willing, calm 
transitions; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    M-V

    V

Track right
Change rein, lengthen 
stridein trot
Working trot

Bend and balance in turn; 
moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transitions

3. K-D
    D-L

Half circle left 10m
Working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; shape and size of 
half circle; bend; balance; 
straightness on centerline

4. L-M Leg yield right Regularity and quality of 
trot;
consistent tempo; alignment 
of horse; balance and flow

5. H-P

    P

Change rein, lengthen 
stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transitions

6. F-D
    D-L

Half circle right 10m
Working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; shape and size of 
half circle; bend; balance; 
straightness on centerline

7. L-H Leg yield left Regularity and quality of 
trot;
consistent tempo; alignment 
of horse; balance and flow

8. C Medium walk Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and
quality of walk
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. M-V
    V

Change rein, free 
walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality of 
walks; reach and ground 
cover of free walk allowing 
complete freedom to stretch 
the neck forward and 
downward; straightness; 
willing, clear transitions

2

10. K
      A

Working trot
Working canter left 
lead

Willing, calm transitions; 
regularity
and quality of gaits; bend in 
corners

11. P Circle left 15m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape
and size of circle; bend; 
balance

12. P-M Lengthen stride in 
canter

Moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of canter; 
straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transition

2

13. 
Between
M & C

Develop working 
canter

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter, bend in corners

14. 
H-X-F
      X

Change rein
Working trot

Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; straightness

15. F Working canter right 
lead

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter; bend in corners

16. V Circle right 15m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

17. V-H Lengthen stride in 
canter

Moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of canter; 
straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transition

2

18. 
Between
H & C

Develop working 
canter

Willing, calm transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter, bend in corners

19. M Working trot Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness

20. B

Before B
      B

Circle right 20m 
rising trot, allowing
the horse to stretch 
forward and 
downward
Shorten the reins
Working trot

Forward and downward 
stretch over the back into a 
light contact, maintaining 
balance and quality of 
trot; bend; shape and size 
of circle; willing, calm 
transitions

2

21. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend and balance in turn; 
regularity and quality of 
trot, willing, calmtransition; 
straight, attentive halt;
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF FIRST LEVEL

TEST 3

TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter working trot
Halt, salute
Proceed working trot

Regularity and quality 
of trot; willing, calm 
transitions; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    H-X-F

    F

Track left
Change rein, lengthen 
stride in trot
Working trot

Bend and balance in turn; 
moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing, clear 
transitions

3. K-X Leg yield right Regularity and quality of 
trot; consistent tempo; 
alignment of horse; balance 
and flow

4. X-H Leg yield left Straightness at X; supple 
change of direction; 
regularity and quality of 
trot; consistent tempo; 
alignment of horse; balance 
and flow

5. C

Before C
    C

Circle right 20m 
rising trot allowing
the horse to stretch 
forward and 
downward
Shorten reins
Working trot

Forward and downward 
stretch over the back into a 
light contact, maintaining 
balance and quality of 
trot; bend; shape and size 
of circle; willing, calm 
transitions

2

6. R Circle right 10m Regularity and quality 
of trot; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

7. B
    X
    E

Turn right
Halt
Proceed working trot
Turn left

Bend and balance in turns; 
willing, clear transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobility

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

8. V Circle left 10m Regularity and quality 
of trot; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

9. A Medium walk Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and
quality of walk

10. F-S

      S

Change rein, free 
walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality of 
walks; reach and ground 
cover of free walk allowing
complete freedom to stretch 
the neck forward and 
downward; straightness;
willing, clear transitions

2

11. H
      C

Working trot
Working canter right 
lead

Willing, calm transitions; 
regularity and quality of 
gaits; bend in corner

12. C Circle right 15m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance

13. M-P Lengthen stride in 
canter

Moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of canter;
straightness; consistent 
tempo

14. P Working canter Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and
quality of canter

15. 
K-X-H

One loop maintaining 
the right lead

Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
loop; positioning; balance

2

16. 
M-X-K

      X

Change rein
Change of lead 
through trot

Willing, calm transitions; 
regularity
and quality of gaits; 
straightness

17. A Circle left 15m Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
circle; bend; balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

18. F-R Lengthen stride in 
canter

Moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of canter;
straightness; consistent 
tempo

19. R Working canter Willing, clear transition; 
regularity and quality of 
canter

20. 
H-X-K One loop maintaining 

the left lead

Regularity and quality of 
canter; shape and size of 
loop; positioning; balance

2

21. A
F-X-H

      H

Working trot
Change rein, lengthen 
stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride; regularity 
and quality of trot;
straightness; consistent 
tempo; willing clear 
transitions

22. B
      X
      G

Half circle right 10m
Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend and balance in half 
circle; regularity and 
quality of trot, willing, calm 
transition; straight, attentive
halt; immobile (min. 3 
seconds)

Leave arena at A in free walk.
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Second Level
Second Level requires the horse to carry more weight on its 
hindquarters (collection) and demonstrate the increased thrust and 
engagement required at medium paces. To demonstrate further 
development of straightness, bending, and engagement, the 
horse must perform smaller circles (10 and 8 meters), turn on the 
haunches, rein back, more difficult lateral work, and transitions.
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2015
USEF SECOND LEVEL

TEST 1
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected trot
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, uphill 
balance and quality of trot; 
clear, balanced transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    H-P

    P

Track left
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Bend and balance in turn; 
moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride with
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

3. (Transitions H and P) Consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

4. K-E
    E

Shoulder-in right
Turn right

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

2

5. B
    B-M

Turn left
Shoulder-in left

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

2

6. C Halt, rein back 3 to 
4 steps.  Proceed 
medium walk

Straight, immobile halt; 
willing, straight steps 
with correct count; clear 
transitions

2

7. C-S Medium walk Regularity and quality of 
walk

8. S-P
    P

Change rein, free walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality 
of walks; reach and 
ground cover of free walk 
allowing
complete freedom 
to stretch the neck 
forward and downward; 
straightness;
smooth, balanced 
transitions

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. 
Before F
    F

Shorten stride in walk
Collected canter right 
lead

Regularity and quality 
of gaits; clear, balanced 
transition

10-12.
    A-C Serpentine three equal 

loops, width of the 
arena, simple changes 
of lead over centerline

10. (Score for first simple 
change)

Clear, balanced, straight 
transitions; quality of gaits

11. (Score for second 
simple change)

Clear, balanced, straight 
transitions; quality of gaits

12. (Score for quality of 
serpentine)

Quality and balance of 
collected canter; correct 
bend; geometry

13. M-P
      P

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity,
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

14. A Circle right 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; quality of canter; 
balance

15. K-B
      B-M

Change rein
Counter canter

Regularity, quality 
and balance of canter; 
straightness

16. M
Before C
      C

Medium walk
Shorten stride in walk
Collected canter left 
lead

Regularity and quality 
of gaits; clear, balanced 
transitions
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

17. H-V
      V

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity,
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

18. A Circle left 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; quality of canter; 
balance

19. F-E
      E-H

Change rein
Counter canter

Regularity, quality 
and balance of canter; 
straightness

20. H
      M-V

      V

Collected trot
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity,
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

21. (Transitions H, M and 
V)

Clear, balanced transitions

22. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
uphill balance and quality 
of trot; clear, balanced 
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF SECOND LEVEL

TEST 2
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected trot
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, uphill 
balance and quality of trot; 
clear, balanced transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    M-V
    V

Track right
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Bend and balance in turn; 
moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride with
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

3. (Transitions M and V) Consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

4. F-B Shoulder-in left Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

5. B-X
    X-E

Half circle left 10m
Half circle right 10m

Shape and size of half 
circles; supple change of 
bend on centerline; balance 
and quality of trot

6. E-H Travers right Angle; bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

2

7. C
    M
Between
G & H

Medium walk
Turn right
Shorten stride, half 
turn on haunches right

Clear, balanced transition; 
regularity and quality of 
shortened walk strides; 
activity of hind legs; bend 
and fluency in turn

2

8. 
Between
G & M
    H

Shorten stride, half 
turn on haunches left
Turn left

Regularity and quality of 
shortened walk strides; 
activity of hind legs; bend 
and fluency in turn

2

9. (Medium walk)
CMG(H)G(M)GHS

Regularity and quality of 
walk
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

10. S-P
      P

Change rein, free walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality 
of walks; reach and 
ground cover of free 
walk allowing complete 
freedom to stretch the neck 
forward and downward; 
straightness; smooth, 
balanced transitions

2

11. F Collected trot Clear, balanced transition; 
quality of trot

12. K-E Shoulder-in right Angle; bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

13. E-X
      X-B

Half circle right 10m
Half circle left 10m

Shape and size of half 
circles; supple change of 
bend on centerline; balance 
and quality of trot

14. B-M Travers left Angle; bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

2

15. C Collected canter left 
lead

Regularity and quality 
of canter; clear, balanced 
transition

16. H-V
      V

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

17. K-D Half circle left 10m 
returning to the track 
at E

Shape and size of half 
circle; bend; regularity and 
quality of canter; balance

18. E-S
      S-R
      R-B

Counter canter
Half circle right 20m
Counter canter

Straightness; shape 
and size of half circle; 
positioning; quality of 
canter; balance

19. B Simple change of lead Clear, balanced, straight 
transitions; quality of gaits
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

20. K-S
      S

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

21. H-G Half circle right 10m 
returning to
the track at E

Shape and size of half 
circle; bend; regularity and 
quality of canter; balance

22. E-V
      V-P
      P-B

Counter canter
Half circle left 20m
Counter canter

Straightness; shape 
and size of half circle; 
positioning; quality of 
canter; balance

23. B Simple change of lead Clear, balanced, straight 
transitions; quality of gaits

24. C
      H-P
      P

Collected trot
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

2

25. (Transitions C, H and 
P)

Clear, balanced transitions

26. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
uphill balance and quality 
of trot; clear, balanced 
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF SECOND LEVEL

TEST 3
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected trot
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, uphill 
balance and quality of trot; 
clear, balanced transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    H-X-F
    F

Track left
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Bend and balance in turn; 
moderate lengthening of 
frame and stride with
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

3. (Transitions H and F) Consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

4. K-E Shoulder-in right Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

5. E Circle right 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; quality of trot; 
balance

6. E-H Travers right Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

7. 
M-X-K
    K

Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

8. (Transitions M and K) Consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

9. F-B Shoulder-in left Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

10. B Circle left 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; quality of trot; 
balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

11. B-M Travers left Angle; bend and balance; 
engagement and quality 
of trot

12. C Halt, rein back 3-4 
steps
Proceed medium walk

Straight, immobile halt; 
willing, straight steps 
with correct count; clear 
transitions

13. H
Between
G & M

Turn left
Shorten the stride, half 
turn on haunches left
Proceed medium walk

Regularity and quality of 
shortened walk strides; 
activity of hind legs; bend 
and fluency in turn

2

14. 
Between
G & H
      M

Shorten the stride, half 
turn on haunches right
Proceed medium walk
Turn right

Regularity and quality of 
shortened walk strides; 
activity of hind legs; bend 
and fluency in turn

2

15. (Medium walk)
CHG(M)G(H)GMR

Regularity and quality of 
walk

16. R-V
      V

Change rein, free walk
Medium walk

Regularity and quality 
of walks; reach and 
ground cover of free 
walk allowing complete 
freedom to stretch the neck 
forward and downward; 
straightness; smooth, 
balanced transitions

2

17. 
Before
      K
      K

Shorten the stride in 
walk
Collected canter left 
lead

Regularity and quality 
of canter; clear, balanced 
transition

18. F-M
      M

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

19. (Transitions F and M) Consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

20. C-A Serpentine three equal 
loops, width of the 
arena, no change of 
lead

Regularity, quality 
and balance of canter; 
positioning; geometry 2

21. F-E
      L
      E-H-               
      C-M

Change rein
Simple change
Collected canter

Clear, balanced, straight 
transitions; quality of gaits 2

22. M-F
      F

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

23. (Transitions M and F) Consistent tempo; clear, 
balanced transitions

24. A-C Serpentine three equal 
loops, width of the 
arena, no change of 
lead

Regularity, quality and 
balance of canter;
positioning; geometry 2

25. M-E
      I
      E-K

Change rein
Simple change
Collected canter

Clear, balanced, straight 
transitions; quality of gaits

26. K Collected trot Clear, balanced transition; 
quality of trot

27. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
uphill balance and quality 
of trot; clear, balanced
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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Third Level
Third Level requires the horse to demonstrate extended paces 
in addition to collected and medium paces, showing a clear 
distinction between them. Movements are more specialized, 
demanding even greater impulsion, straightness, and acceptance of 
the bit. New movements include half-pass, single flying changes, 
and 8- meter circles at the canter.
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2015
USEF THIRD LEVEL

TEST 1
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected trot
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, self carriage 
and quality of trot; well 
defined transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    S-V

Track left
Shoulder-in left

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

3. V-L
    L-H

Half circle left 10m
Half pass left

Shape and size of half 
circle; alignment, bend, 
fluency and crossing of 
legs; engagement and self 
carriage

4. R-P Shoulder-in right Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

5. P-L
    L-M

Half circle right 10m
Half pass right

Shape and size of half 
circle; alignment, bend, 
fluency and crossing of 
legs; engagement and self 
carriage

6. 
H-X-F
    F

Medium trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

7. A Halt, rein back 4 steps
Proceed medium walk

Straight, immobile halt; 
willing, straight steps 
with correct count; clear 
transitions

8. K-R

    R

Change rein, extended 
walk
Medium walk

Regularity; suppleness of 
back; activity; overtrack; 
freedom of shoulder; 
stretching to the bit; clear 
transitions

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. M
Between
G & H

Turn left
Shorten stride, half
turn on haunches left
Proceed medium walk

Regularity and quality of 
walk; activity of hind legs; 
bend and fluency 2

10. 
Between
G & M

      H

Shorten stride, half 
turn on haunches right. 
Proceed medium walk
Track right

Regularity and quality of 
walk; activity of hind legs; 
bend and fluency 2

11. (Medium walk)
RMG(H)G(M)GHC

Regularity and quality of 
the walk

12. 
Before C

      C

Shorten the stride in 
walk
Collected canter right 
lead

Well defined transition; 
regularity and self 
carriage; engagement and 
quality of canter

13. M-F
      F

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

14. V Circle right 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; engagement and self 
carriage

15. V-R Change rein, flying 
change between 
centerline and R

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and self 
carriage

16. H-K
      K

Extended canter
Collected canter

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame; 
elasticity, engagement, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

17. (Transitions H and K) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

18. P Circle left 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; engagement and self 
carriage

19. P-S Change rein, flying 
change between 
centerline and S

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and self 
carriage

20. C Collected trot Well defined, balanced 
transition; engagement and 
collection

21. 
M-X-K
      K

Extended trot
Collected trot

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame; 
elasticity, engagement, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

22. (Transitions M and K) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

23. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
self carriage and quality 
of trot; well defined 
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF THIRD LEVEL

TEST 2
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected trot
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, self carriage 
and quality of trot; well 
defined transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
          
M-X-K
    K

Track right
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

3. F-B Shoulder-in left Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

4. B-M Renvers right Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

2

5. 
H-X-F
    F

Change rein, extended 
trot
Collected trot

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame; 
elasticity, engagement, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

2

6. (Transitions H and F) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

7. K-E Shoulder-in right Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

8. E-H Renvers left Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

2

9. C
    G-E

Down centerline
Half pass right

Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and self 
carriage
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

10. A
      D-E

Down centerline
Half pass left

Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and self 
carriage

11. C
      M
  
Between
   G & H

Medium walk
Turn right
Shorten stride, half 
turn on haunches right
Proceed medium walk

Transition into walk; 
regularity and quality of 
walk; activity of hind legs; 
bend and fluency

12. 
Between
G & M
      H

Shorten stride, half 
turn on
haunches left
Proceed medium walk
Turn left

Regularity and quality of 
walk; activity of hind legs; 
bend and fluency

13. (Medium walk)
CMG(H)G(M)GHS

Regularity and quality of 
walk

14. S-P

      P

Change rein, extended 
walk
Medium walk

Regularity; suppleness of 
back; activity; overtrack; 
freedom of shoulder; 
stretching to the bit; clear 
transitions

2

15. 
Before F

      F

Shorten the stride in 
walk
Collected canter right 
lead

Well defined transition; 
regularity and self
carriage; engagement and 
quality of canter

16. A
      D-R

Down centerline
Half pass right

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and self carriage

17. 
Between
R & M

Flying change of lead
Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and self 
carriage

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

18. H-K
      K

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

19. A
      D-S

Down centerline
Half pass left

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and self carriage

20. 
Between 
S & H

Flying change of lead
Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and self 
carriage

2

21. C Circle right 20m, 
showing a clear release 
of both reins for 4-5
strides over centerline

Clear release of reins 
maintaining bend and 
collected balance; shape 
and size of circle

2

22. M-F
      F

Extended canter
Collected canter

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame; 
elasticity, engagement, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

2

23. (Transitions M and F) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

24. A
      L
      I

Down centerline
Collected trot
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
self carriage and quality 
of gaits; well defined 
transitions; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF THIRD LEVEL

TEST 3
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected trot
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, self carriage 
and quality of trot; well 
defined transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    H-X-F

    F

Track left
Change rein, medium 
trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

3. K-E Shoulder-in right Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

4. E-X
    X-B

Half circle right 10m
Half circle left 10m

Shape and size of half 
circles; supple change 
of bend on centerline; 
engagement and self 
carriage

5. B-G
    C

Half pass left
Track right

Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and self 
carriage

2

6. M-X-K

    
    K

Change rein, extended 
trot
Collected trot

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame; 
elasticity, engagement, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

7. (Transitions M and K) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

8. A Halt, rein back 4 steps
Proceed collected trot

Straight, immobile halt; 
willing, straight steps 
with correct count; clear 
transitions

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. F-B Shoulder-in left Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and self 
carriage

10. B-X
      X-E

Half circle left 10m
Half circle right 10m

Shape and size of half 
circles; supple change 
of bend on centerline; 
engagement and self 
carriage

11. E-G
      C

Half pass right
Track left

Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and self 
carriage

2

12. 
Between
C & H
      H
Between
G & M

Medium walk

Turn left
Shorten stride, half 
turn on haunches left
Proceed medium walk

Transition into walk; 
regularity and quality
of walk; activity of hind 
legs; bend and fluency

13. 
Between
G & H
      M

Shorten stride, half 
turn on haunches right
Proceed medium walk
Turn right

Regularity and quality of 
walk; activity of hind legs; 
bend and fluency

14. (Medium walk)
CHG(M)G(H)GMR

Regularity and quality of 
walk

15. R-V
      
      V

Change rein, extended 
walk
Medium walk

Regularity; suppleness of 
back; activity; overtrack; 
freedom of shoulder; 
stretching to the bit; clear 
transitions

2

16. 
Before K

      K

Shorten the stride in 
walk
Collected canter left 
lead

Well defined transition; 
regularity and self 
carriage; engagement and 
quality of canter
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

17. F-X
      X-I

Half pass left
Collected canter

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and self carriage

2

18. I-S
      S-F

Half circle left 10m
Change rein, flying 
change of lead near 
centerline

Shape and size of half 
circle; bend; clear, 
balanced, fluent, straight 
flying change;
engagement and self 
carriage

2

19. K-X
      X-I

Half pass right
Collected canter

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and self carriage

2

20. I-R
      R-K

Half circle right 10m
Change rein, flying 
change of lead near 
centerline

Shape and size of half 
circle; bend; clear, 
balanced, fluent, straight 
flying change; engagement 
and self carriage

2

21. F-M
      M

Extended canter
Collected canter

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame; 
elasticity, engagement, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

22. (Transitions F and M) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

23. H Collected trot Well defined, balanced 
transition; engagement and 
collection

24. E
      X
      G

Turn left
Turn left
Halt, salute

Bend in turns; engagement, 
self carriage and quality 
of trot; well defined 
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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Fourth Level
Fourth Level requires that the horse show a high degree of 
suppleness, balance, impulsion, and lightness while remaining 
reliably on the bit, straight, and cadenced.  New movements 
include flying changes of lead every third and every fourth strides, 
half-pass, and half-pirouette at the canter.
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2015
USEF FOURTH LEVEL

TEST 1
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected canter
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, collection 
and quality of gaits; 
well defined transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    H-X-F
    
    Over  
    X
    F

Track left
Change rein, medium 
trot
6-7 steps collected trot

Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
regularity and activity in 
collected steps; consistent 
tempo; well defined 
transitions

2

3. K-X Half pass right Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and collection

4. X Circle right 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; balance; engagement 
and quality of trot

5. X-G
    C

Shoulder-in right
Track right

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and collection

6. 
M-X-K
    
    K

Change rein, extended 
trot
Collected trot

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame, 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance

7. (Transitions M and K) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

8. F-X Half pass left Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and collection

9. X Circle left 10m Shape and size of circle; 
bend; balance; engagement 
and quality of trot
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

10. X-G
      C

Shoulder-in left
Track left

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and collection

11. H
      S-R

      R

Collected walk
Half circle left 20m in 
extended walk
Collected walk

Regularity; suppleness of 
back; activity; overtrack; 
freedom of shoulder; 
stretching to the bit; clear 
transitions

2

12. M
Between
G & H

Turn left
Half pirouette left
Proceed collected walk

Regularity; activity of hind 
legs; bend; fluency; size 2

13. 
Between
G & M

Half pirouette right
Proceed collected walk

Regularity; activity of hind 
legs; bend; fluency; size 2

14. (Collected walk)
HS/RMG(H)G

Regularity; suppleness 
of the back; activity; 
collection

15. G
      
      H

Collected canter left 
lead
Turn left

Precise, fluent transition; 
engagement and collection

16. S-K
      K

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

17. A
      D-E

Down centerline
Half pass left

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and collection

18. E-H
      H

Counter canter
Flying change of lead

Straightness, engagement 
and collection; clear, 
balanced, fluent flying 
change
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

19. M-F
      F

Extended canter
Collected canter

Utmost groundcover with 
lengthening of frame, 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness

20. (Transitions M and F) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

21. A
      D-B

Down centerline
Half pass right

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and collection

22. B-M
      M

Counter canter
Flying change of lead

Straightness, engagement 
and collection; clear, 
balanced, fluent flying 
change

23. C Circle left 20m, 
5-6 strides of very 
collected canter 
between quarterlines

Lowering of haunches 
in very collected canter; 
well defined transitions; 
engagement and collection 
throughout; shape, size of 
circle; bend

2

24. 
H-X-F Change rein, three 

single flying changes 
of lead, near first 
quarterline, near 
X, and near last 
quarterline

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying changes; 
engagement; quality of 
canter

25. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
collection and quality 
of canter; well defined 
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF FOURTH LEVEL

TEST 2
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected 
canter
Halt, salute
Proceed collected 
trot

Engagement, collection 
and quality of gaits; 
well defined transitions; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3 seconds)

2. C
    M-B

Track right
Shoulder-in right

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and collection

3. B-K
    
    K

Change rein, 
medium trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

4. A
    D-E

Down centerline
Half pass left

Alignment, bend, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and collection

5. E-G
    C

Half pass right
Track left

Supple change of bend; 
alignment, fluency 
and crossing of legs; 
engagement and collection

6. H-E Shoulder-in left Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and collection

7. E-F
    
    F

Change rein, 
medium trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

8. A
    K-R

Collected walk
Change rein, 
extended walk

Transition into walk; 
regularity; suppleness of 
back; activity; overtrack; 
freedom of shoulder; 
stretching to the bit; clear
transitions

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

9. R
    M
Between
G & H

Collected walk
Turn left
Half pirouette left
Proceed collected 
walk

Regularity; activity of hind 
legs; bend; fluency; size

2

10. Between
G & M
     
       H

Half pirouette right
Proceed collected 
walk
Turn right

Regularity; activity of hind 
legs; bend; fluency; size 2

11. (Collected walk)
AK/RMG(H)G(M)
GHC

Regularity; suppleness 
of the back; activity; 
collection

12. C Collected canter 
right lead

Precise, fluent transition; 
engagement and collection

13. M-F
      F

Medium canter
Collected canter

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness 
and uphill balance; 
consistent tempo; well 
defined transitions

14. A
      D-B

Down centerline
Half pass right

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and collection

15. B Flying change of 
lead

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and collection

16. B-G
      C

Half pass left
Track left

Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward 
and sideways; engagement 
and collection

17. H-X

Approaching 
X

Toward M

On diagonal 
develop very 
collected canter
Working pirouette 
left toward the 
letter M
Proceed collected 
canter

Lowering of haunches; 
bend and balance of 
working pirouette; 
straightness, regularity, 
engagement and collection 
of canter

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

18. H-K
      K

Extended canter
Collected canter

Utmost groundcover with 
lengthening of frame, 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness; 
well defined transitions 
maintaining tempo and 
balance

19. F-X-H Change rein, three 
flying changes 
every fourth stride

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying changes; 
engagement; quality of 
canter

2

20. M-X

Approaching 
X

Toward H

On diagonal 
develop very 
collected canter
Working pirouette 
right toward the 
letter H
Proceed collected 
canter

Lowering of haunches; 
bend and balance of 
working pirouette; 
straightness, regularity, 
engagement and collection 
of canter

21. M Collected trot Well defined, balanced 
transition; engagement and 
collection

22. R-K

      K

Change rein, 
extended trot
Collected trot

Utmost groundcover with 
lengthening of frame, 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness; 
well defined transitions 
maintaining tempo and 
balance

23. A
      X

Down centerline
Halt, salute

Bend in turn; engagement, 
collection and quality 
of trot; well defined 
transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile 
(min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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2015
USEF FOURTH LEVEL

TEST 3
TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

1. A
    X

Enter collected canter
Halt, salute
Proceed collected trot

Engagement, collection and 
quality of gaits; well defined 
transitions; straight, attentive 
halt; immobile (min. 3 
seconds)

2. C
    H-X-F
    
    F

Track left
Change rein, extended 
trot
Collected trot

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame, 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness and 
uphill balance

3. (Transitions H and F) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

4. A
    D-X

Down centerline
Shoulder-in right

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and collection

5. X-M Half pass right Alignment, bend, fluency and 
crossing of legs; engagement 
and collection

6. C Halt, rein back 4 steps, 
walk forward 4 steps, rein 
back 4 steps
Proceed collected trot

Straight, immobile halt; 
willing, straight step with 
correct count; clear transitions 2

7. S-V
    V

Medium Trot
Collected trot

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness and 
uphill balance; consistent
tempo; well defined 
transitions

8. A
    D-X

Down centerline
Shoulder-in left

Angle, bend and balance; 
engagement and collection

9. X-H Half pass left Alignment, bend, fluency and 
crossing of legs; engagement 
and collection

10. C
    R-S
    
    S

Collected walk
Half circle 20m in 
extended walk
Collected walk

Regularity; suppleness of 
back; activity; overtrack; 
freedom of shoulder; 
stretching to the bit; clear 
transitions

2
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

11. (Collected walk)
C-R/S-C

Regularity; suppleness of the 
back; activity; collection

12. C Collected canter right 
lead

Precise, fluent transition; 
engagement and collection

13. R-I
      I-S

Half circle right 10m
Half circle left 10m

Shape and size of half 
circles; bend; positioning; 
engagement and collection

2

14. E Flying change of lead Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and collection

15. V-L
      L-P

Half circle left 10m
Half circle right 10m

Shape and size of half 
circles; bend; positioning; 
engagement and collection

2

16. F Flying change of lead Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and collection

17. 
K-X-M

      M

Change rein, medium 
canter
Collected canter and 
flying change of lead

Moderate lengthening 
of frame and stride with 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness and 
uphill balance; consistent
tempo; well defined 
transitions; clear, balanced, 
fluent, straight flying change

18.      
H-X-F Change rein, three flying 

changes every fourth 
stride

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying changes; 
engagement and quality of 
canter

19. K-X Half pass right Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently forward and 
sideways; engagement;
collection

20. X Flying change of lead Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and collection

21. X-H Half pass left Alignment and bend while 
moving fluently
forward and sideways; 
engagement and
collection
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TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS

22. H Flying change of lead Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and collection

23. M-X

Before X

On diagonal, develop 
very collected canter
Working half-pirouette 
right approximately 3m 
in diameter
Proceed collected canter

Lowering of haunches; size, 
bend and balance of working 
pirouette; straightness,
regularity, engagement and 
collection of canter

2

24. 
Before M Flying change of lead

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying change; 
engagement and collection

25. H-K
      K

Extended canter
Collected canter

Utmost ground cover with 
lengthening of frame, 
engagement, elasticity, 
suspension, straightness

26. (Transitions H and K) Well defined maintaining 
tempo and balance

27. F-X

Before X

On diagonal, develop 
very collected canter
Working half-pirouette 
left approximately 3m in 
diameter
Proceed collected canter

Lowering of haunches; size, 
bend and balance of working 
pirouette; straightness,
regularity, engagement and 
collection of canter

28. 
Before F Flying change of lead

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying changes; 
engagement and collection

29. 
K-X-M Change rein, three flying 

changes every third stride

Clear, balanced, fluent, 
straight flying changes; 
engagement; quality of canter

30. C Collected trot Well defined, balanced 
transition; engagement and 
collection

31. S
      I
      G

Turn left
Turn left
Halt, salute

Bend in turns; engagement, 
collection and quality of 
trot; well defined transition; 
straight, attentive halt; 
immobile (min. 3

Leave arena at A in the free walk.
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FEI Levels
FEI Levels include Prix St. Georges, Intermediare I, Intermediare
II, and Grand Prix. These tests are standardized throughout 
the world under the jurisdiction of the International Equestrian 
Federation (FEI), the governing body of equestrian sport. These 
tests start at Prix St. Georges and culminate at Grand Prix, the 
level performed at the Olympic Games. Piaffe, passage, and flying 
changes of lead at every stride are included, which cause many 
people to refer to these displays as an equine ballet.
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Collective Marks for USEF Eventing 
Dressage Tests

Gaits
Freedom and regularity.

Impulsion
Desire to move forward, elasticity of the steps, suppleness of the 
back, engagement of the hindquarters.

Submission
Acceptance of the bridle. Attention and confidence. Harmony. 
Lightness of the forehand. Ease of movements.

Rider’s Position and Seat
Position and seat. Correctness and effect of the aids.
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A-X-M
    M

Enter working trot Track left Straightness of entry; regularity and 
quality of trot; balance on turns

2. E Circle left 20 meters, working trot Quality and regularity of trot; bend, 
balance, size and shape of circle

3. Between            
    K and A

Working canter left lead Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits, bend and balance

4. A Circle left 20 meters working canter Quality and regularity of canter; bend, 
balance, size and shape of circle

5. Between
    F and B

Working trot Balance and quality of transition; 
regularity and quality of gaits; straightness

6. Between
   M and C

Medium walk  Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of walk  

7. H-X-F Free walk Regularity and quality of walks; reach 
and ground cover allowing complete 
freedom to stretch the neck forward and 
downward

8. Between
    F and A

Develop medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity 
and quality walk

9. K
    E

Working trot
Circle right 20 meters working trot

Quality and regularity of trot; bend, size 
and shape of circle

10. Between
      H and C

Working canter right lead  Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits; bend and balance

11. C Circle right 20 meters working 
canter

Quality and regularity of canter; bend, 
balance, size and shape of circle

12. Between
      M and B

Working trot Balance and quality of transition; 
regularity and quality of gaits; straightness

13. K-X-G Onto centerline Balance on turns; quality and regularity of 
trot

14.  G Halt through walk, salute Willing, calm transition; straight attentive 
halt; immobile (min 3 sec)

2018 USEF BEGINNER NOVICE TEST A

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated otherwise. 
Halt may be done through the walk
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A-X-M
    H

Enter working trot 
Track right

Straightness of entry; regularity and quality of 
trot; balance on all turns

2. C Circle right 20 meters, working trot Quality and regularity of trot; bend and 
balance, size and shape of circle

3. B 
    Between
    center
    line & E

Half circle right lead

Working canter right lead

Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits, bend and balance

4.  E Circle right 20 meters working 
canter

Quality and regularity of canter; bend, 
balance, size and shape of circle

5. Between
    E and H

Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits; straightness

6. M-X-K Change rein, working trot Quality and regularity of trot; balance and 
bend on turns, straightness

7. A Circle left 20 meters working trot Quality and regularity of trot; bend; size and 
shape of circle

8. B
    Between
    center
    line & E

Half circle left 20 meters

Working canter left lead

Willing, calm transition; regularity 
and quality of gait; bend and balance

9. E Circle left 20 meters working canter Quality and regularity of canter; balance,
bend; size and shape of circle

10. Between
      E and K

Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits; straightness

11. Between
      K and A

Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of walk

12. F-X-H Change rein, free walk Regularity and quality of walk; with reach
and ground cover allowing complete freedom 
to stretch the neck forward and downward

13. Between
      H and C

Develop medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of walk

14.  M Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of trot

15.  A Down centerline Balance on turn; straightness on
centerline; quality and regularity of trot
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16.  X Halt through the walk, salute Willing, calm transition; straight, attentive 
halt; immobile (min 3 seconds)

Leave Arena free walk on long rein at A.  All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated otherwise.  Halt 
may be done through the walk

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A
    C

Enter working trot 
Track left

Straightness of entry; regularity and quality
 of trot; balance and bend on turn

2. E Circle left 20 meters, working trot Quality and regularity of trot; bend, balance,
size and shape of circle

3. A-C Serpentine of two loops working trot Quality and regularity of trot; shape and size
of loops; changes of bend, balance

4. B
 

Circle right, 20 meters working trot Quality and regularity of trot; bend, balance,
size and shape of circle

5. Between
    F and A

Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of walk

6. K-X-M

   

Free walk Regularity and quality of walk; with reach 
and ground cover allowing complete freedom 
to stretch the neck forward and downward

7. 
Approaching
    M

Develop medium walk

Medium walk

Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality walk

8. C Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

9. E-B
 
   Between 
   center line
   & B

Half circle left 20 meters working trot

Working canter left lead

Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gait; size and shape of figure

10. B Circle left 20 meters Regularity and quality of trot; bend, balance;
size and shape of circle

11. Between
      B and M

Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

12. H-X-F Change rein, working trot Straightness; regularity and quality of trot;
bend on turns

13. E-B

Between
center line
& B

Half circle right 20 meters working 
trot

Working canter right lead

Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits; size and shape of figure

14. B Circle right 20 meters Regularity and quality of canter; bend,
balance; size and shape of circle
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15. Between
B and F

Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity
and quality of trot

16.  A Down centerline Balance on turn; straightness; regularity
and quality of trot

17. X Halt, salute Willing, calm transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated 
otherwise. Halt may be done through the walk

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1.  A
     C

Enter working trot
Track right

Straightness of entry; regularity and quality 
of trot, balance and bend on turn

2.  B
     E

Turn right working trot
Track left working trot

Quality and regularity of trot; balance,
bend on turns

3.  A Circle left, 20 meters working trot Quality and regularity of trot; bend,
balance, size and shape of circle

4.  Between
    A and F

Working canter left lead Willing, calm transition. Regularity and 
quality of gaits

5. B Circle left 20 meters working 
canter

Regularity and quality of canter; bend,
balance, size and shape of circle

6.  Between
     B and M

Working trot Willing, calm transition. Regularity and 
quality of gaits

7.  C Circle left 20 meters working trot,
allowing horse to stretch forward
and downward. Before C shorten
reins

Forward and downward stretch over the 
back into a light contact, maintaining
balance and quality of trot; bend; shape and
size of circle; willing and calm transitions

8. E Turn left working trot. B track right
working trot

Regularity and quality of trot; bend and
balance on turns

9.  A Circle right 20 meters working trot Regularity and quality of trot; bend,
balance, size and shape of circle

10. Between
      A and K

Working canter right lead Willing, calm transition. Regularity and 
quality of gaits

11.  E Circle right 20 meters working 
canter

Regularity and quality of canter; bend,
balance, size and shape of circle

12. Between
     E and H

Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits

13.  C Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of walk

14.  M-X-K Change rein free walk Regularity and quality of walk, with 
reach and ground cover allowing
complete freedom to stretch the neck
forward and downward

15.Approaching
     K
     K-A

Develop medium walk

Medium walk

Willing, calm transitions; regularity and 
quality of gaits; bend and balance on
turn
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16. A
      F-X-G

Working trot
Onto centerline

Regularity and quality of trot; bend
and balance on turns; straightness on
centerline

17.  G Halt, salute Willing, calm transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated 
otherwise. Halt may be done through the walk.

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1.  A
     C

Enter working trot
Track left

Regularity and quality of trot, straightness
on centerline, bend and balance on turn

2. E-X
    X-B

Half circle left 10 meters
Half circle right 10 meters

Bend and balance in figures, size and shape
of half circles, regularity and quality of trot

3. F Working canter right lead Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

4. E Circle right 20 meters, lengthen
stride in canter

Willing, clear transition, moderate 
lengthening of frame and stride, regularity
and quality of canter, consistent tempo

5. Approaching
    E

Develop working canter Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of canter

6.  C Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits, straightness

7.  B

    Before B

Circle right 20 meters rising trot,
allowing the horse to stretch down
and forward
Shorten reins

Forward and downward stretch over the
back into a light contact, maintaining
balance and quality of trot; bend; shape and 
size of circle; willing and calm transitions

8.  A Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of walk

9.  K-X-M Change rein free walk Quality and regularity of walk, reach
and ground cover allowing complete
freedom to stretch the neck forward and
downward, straightness

10.  M Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of walk

11. C
      H

Working trot
Working canter left lead

Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

12.  E Circle left 20 meters, lengthen
stride in canter

Willing, clear transition, moderate
lengthening of frame and stride, regularity
and quality of canter, consistent tempo

13. Approaching
      E

Develop working canter Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of canter, consistent tempo

14.  A Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits, straightness
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15. F-X-H
      H

Change rein, lengthen stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of frame and 
stride, regularity and quality of trot,
straightness, consistent tempo, willing,
clear transitions

16.  B Half circle right 10 meters to 
centerline

Regularity and quality of trot, bend and 
balance on half circle; straightness

17.  G Halt, salute Willing , calm transition; straight, attentive 
halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated 
otherwise.

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1.  A
     C

Enter working trot
Track right

Regularity and quality of trot, straightness
on centerline, bend and balance on turn

2. B Half circle right 10 meters, 
returning to track at M

Bend and balance in figures, size and shape
of half circles, regularity and quality of trot

3.  E Half circle left 10 meters, 
returning to track at H

Bend and balance in figures, size and shape
of half circle, regularity and quality of trot

4. M-X-K
     K

Lengthen stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride,
regularity and quality of trot, straightness,
consistent tempo, willing, clear transitions

5.  A Circle left 20 meters rising trot,
allowing the horse to stretch down
and forward. Before A, shorten reins

Forward and downward stretch over the
back into a light contact, maintaining 
balance and quality of trot; bend; shape and
size of circle; willing, calm transitions

6. F Working canter, left lead Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

7.  B Circle left 20 meters, lengthen 
stride in canter

Willing, clear transition, moderate
lengthening of frame and stride, regularity
and quality of canter, consistent tempo

8 Approaching B, develop working
canter

Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of canter

9.  H-X-F Change rein. At X, working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits; straightness

10.  K Working canter, right lead Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

11. E Circle right 20 meters, lengthen
stride in canter

Willing, clear transition, moderate
lengthening of frame and stride, regularity
and quality of canter, consistent tempo

12. E  Approaching E, develop working
canter

Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of canter

13.  M-X-K Change rein, at X working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits; straightness

14.  A Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of walk
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  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
15. F-X-H Change rein, free walk Quality and regularity of walk, reach

and ground cover allowing complete
freedom to stretch the neck forward and
downward, straightness

16.  H Medium walk Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of walk

17.  M Working trot
Half circle right 10 meters to
centerline

Willing, calm transition. Bend and
balance on half circle, straightness on
centerline. Regularity and quality of trot

18. G Halt, salute Willing, calm transition; straight
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated 
otherwise.
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A
    C

Enter working trot 
Track left

Regularity and quality of trot; straightness
on centerline, bend and balance on turn

2. E-X
    X-B

Half circle left 10 meters
Half circle right 10 meters

Regularity and quality of trot; bend and 
balance; shape and size of half circles

3. A
    D-H

Turn down centerline
Leg yield left

Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo, alignment of horse, balance and 
flow

4. Between H
    and C
 

Working canter right lead  Willing, calm transitions; regularity and
quality of gaits; bend and balance in 
corner5. C

    
Circle right 15 meters Regularity and quality of canter, size and 

shape of circle, bend and balance
6. B

   Before B 

Circle right 20 meters, lengthen
stride in canter
Develop working canter

Willing, clear transition; moderate
lengthening of frame and stride, regularity
and quality of canter, shape and size of
circle, consistent tempo

7. F Working trot Willing, clear transition, regularity and 
quality of gaits

8. A Medium Walk Willing, clear transition, regularity and 
quality of walk

9.  K-X-M Free walk Regularity and quality of walk with reach
and ground cover, allowing complete
freedom to stretch the neck forward and 
downward

10. M Medium walk Willing, clear transition; regularity and 
quality of walk

11. C
      E

      Before E

Working trot
Circle left 20 meters allowing 
the horse to stretch forward and 
downward
Shorten reins

Willing, clear transitions; forward and 
downward stretch over the back into a 
light
contact, maintaining balance and quality
of trot; bend, size and shape of circle

12. A
      D-M  

Turn down center line
Leg yield right

Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo, alignment of horse, balance, and
flow

13. Between M
      and C 

Working canter Willing, clear transition, regularity and 
quality of gaits

14. C Circle left 15 meters working canter Regularity and quality of canter, size and 
shape of circle, bend and balance
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15. E

      Before E  

Circle left 20 meters lengthen stride
in canter
Develop working canter

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride; 
regularity and quality of canter; consistent 
tempo, willing calm transitions

16. K
  

Working trot Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits

17. F-X-H
      H

Lengthen stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of frame and 
stride; regularity and quality of
trot; consistent tempo, willing calm
transitions

18.  B Half circle right 10 meters to center
line

Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits; bend and balance in
turn; straightness on centerline 

19.  G Halt, salute Willing, calm transition; straight
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated 
otherwise.

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A
    L

Enter working trot 
Circle right 10 meters

Regularity and quality of trot; straightness;
bend, balance; size and shape of circle

2. I
   C

Circle left 10 meters
Track right

Regularity and quality of trot; straightness;
bend, balance; size and shape of circle

3. M-V
    V

Change rein, lengthen stride in 
trot
working trot

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride;
regularity and quality of trot; straightness;
consistent tempo, willing, clear transitions

4. F-X
 

Leg yield left Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo; alignment of horse, balance and flow

5. X-M
    

Leg yield right Straightness at X; supple change of
direction; regularity and quality of trot;
consistent tempo; alignment of horse; 
balance and flow

6. C

   

Halt Willing, calm transition; straight,
immobile halt (min. 3 seconds)

7. C Rein back 3-4 steps, proceed 
medium walk

Willing, calm transitions, straight steps with 
correct count

8. H-S-R Half circle left 20 meters free 
walk

Regularity and quality of walk with reach 
and ground cover, allowing complete 
freedom to stretch the neck forward and 
downward

9.  R Medium walk Willing, clear transition; regularity and 
quality of walk

10. M
      C

Working trot 
Working canter, left lead

Willing and calm transitions; regularity and
quality of gaits

11. H-V
      V

Lengthen stride in canter
Develop working canter

Willing, clear transitions; moderate length-
ening of frame and stride; straightness,
regularity and quality of canter.

12. FXH
      X  

Change rein
Working trot

Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits; straightness

13. C Working canter, right lead Willing, calm transition; regularity and 
quality of gaits

14. M-P
      P

Lengthen stride in canter
Develop working canter

Willing, clear transitions; moderate 
lengthening of frame and stride; regularity
and quality of canter

15. KXM
      X

Change rein
Working trot

Willing and calm transition; regularity
and quality of gaits; straightness
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16. C

   
     Before 
C

Circle left 20 meters rising trot,
allowing the horse to stretch 
down
and forward
Shorten reins

Forward and downward stretch over the
back into light contact, maintaining 
balance and quality of trot; bend, size and 
shape of circle; willing, calm transitions

17. S Half circle left 10 meters to
centerline

Bend and balance in half circle;
regularity and quality of trot

18.  G Halt, salute Willing, calm transition; straight,
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless 
stated otherwise.

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A
    C

Enter working trot 
Track left

Regularity and quality of trot; straightness; 
bend and balance on turn

2. Between H
   and E
   E

Circle left 10 meters

Turn left

Regularity and quality of trot; size and
shape of circle; bend and balance 

3. X Halt 
Proceed working trot

Willing, clear transitions; straight, attentive
halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

4. B
    Between B
    and F
 

Track right
Circle right 10 meters

Regularity and quality of trot; size and
shape of circle, bend and balance

5. A
    D-H

Down centerline
Leg yield left

Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo; alignment of horse; balance and flow

6. M-X-K
    K

   

Changing rein, lengthen stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride;
regularity and quality of trot; straightness;
consistent tempo; willing, clear transitions

7. A
    D-M

Down centerline
Leg yield right

Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo, alignment of horse; balance and
flow

8. C

    Before C

Circle left 20 meters allowing
the horse to stretch forward and
downward
Shorten the reins

Forward and downward stretch over the
back into a light contact, maintaining
balance and quality of trot; bend, size and
shape of circle; willing, calm transitions

9. Between C
    and H

Medium walk Willing, clear transition; regularity and
quality of walk

10. H-X-F Free walk Regularity and quality of walk, with reach 
and ground cover allowing complete 
freedom to stretch the neck forward and 
downward; straightness

11. F Medium walk Willing, clear transition; regularity and
quality of walk

12. A
      K

Working trot
Working canter, right lead

Willing, calm transitions; regularity and
quality of gaits; bend in corner

13. E

     E

Circle right 20 meters in a medium
canter
Working canter

Moderate lengthening of frame and
stride with engagement, elasticity,
suspension; straightness and uphill
balance, consistent tempo; clear,
balanced transitions
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14. H

      K

Half circle right 10 meters returning
to the track between E and K
Working trot

Regularity and quality of gaits; size and
shape of half circle; bend and balance;
willing, clear transition

15. F Working canter, left lead Willing, calm transitions; regularity and 
quality of gaits

16. B
      B

Circle left 20 meters medium canter
Working canter

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride
with engagement, elasticity, suspension;
straightness and uphill balance; consistent
tempo: clear, balanced transitions

17. M

     F

Half circle left 10 meters returning
to the track between B and F
Working trot

Regularity and quality of gaits; size and 
shape of half circle; bend and balance;
willing clear transition

18. A Down centerline Regularity and quality of trot; bend and
balance on turn, straightness

19.  G Halt, salute Willing, clear transition; straight,
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3  seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting unless stated 
otherwise.

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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TEST  DIRECTIVE IDEA  
1. A
    C

Enter working trot 
Track right

Regularity and quality of trot; straightness; 
bend and balance on turn

2. M-V
    V

Lengthen stride in trot
Working trot

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride;
regularity and quality of trot; straightness;
consistent tempo; willing, clear transitions

3. A
   L-R

Down centerline
Leg yield right

Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo, alignment of horse, balance and
flow

4.  M Working canter left lead Willing, calm transition; regularity and
quality of gaits

5.  C Circle left 20 meters in medium
canter

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride
with engagement, elasticity, suspension;
straightness and uphill balance: consistent
tempo; clear, balanced transition

6.  C Working canter Clear, balanced transition; regularity and
quality of canter; consistent tempo

7.  H-X-K One loop, maintaining lead Regularity and quality of canter; size and
shape of loops; positioning, balance

8.  F-X-H Change rein, change of lead 
through the trot over X

Willing, calm transitions with 3-5 steps of 
trot clearly shown; regularity and quality 
of gaits; straightness

9. C Circle right 20 meters in 
medium
canter

Moderate lengthening of frame and stride 
with engagement, elasticity, suspension;
straightness and uphill balance; consistent
tempo; clear, balanced transition

10.  C Working canter Clear, balanced transition; regularity and
quality of canter; consistent tempo

11.  M-X-F One loop, maintaining lead Regularity and quality of canter; size and
shape of loop; positioning, balance

12.  K-X-M
       X

Change rein
Working trot

Clear, balanced transition; regularity and
quality of gaits; straightness

13.  C Halt Willing, calm transition; straight, 
attentive halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

14.  C Rein back 3-4 steps. Proceed
medium walk

Willing, straight steps with correct count; 
clear transition
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15.  H-P Free walk Regularity and quality of walk with reach
and ground cover, allowing complete
freedom to stretch the neck forward and
downward; straightness

16. P-F Medium walk Willing, clear transition; regularity and
quality of walk

17.  F
      A
     L-S

Working trot
Down centerline
Leg yield left

Regularity and quality of trot; consistent
tempo; alignment of horse; balance and 
flow

18.  C-L

     
     Before L

Serpentine 2 loops rising trot,
allowing the horse to stretch
forward and downward
Shorten the reins

Forward and downward stretch over the
back into a light contact, maintaining
balance and quality of trot; bend, size and 
shape of loops, willing calm transitions

19.  P
       A

Track right
Down centerline

Regularity of quality of trot; bend and 
balance on turn, straightness

20.  L Halt, salute Willing , clear transition; straight, attentive 
halt; immobile (min. 3 seconds)

Leave arena free walk on long rein at A. All trot work may be done rising or sitting 
unless stated otherwise.

  TEST DIRECTIVE IDEA
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USDF Statement on Animal Welfare
The United States Dressage Federation, Inc. (USDF), a federation 
of over 120 independent organizations throughout the United 
States with a membership of 30,000 members, supports the concept 
of ethical treatment of animals.

Dressage is a classical method of training horses, based upon the 
horse’s natural responses, as carried out in a gradual, planned 
program during which the horse’s athletic abilities are improved 
in a systematic manner. As a result, the horse becomes capable, 
comfortable, and responsive in partnership with the rider 
without the use of force. Dressage competition at various levels 
of achievement is the ultimate test of the training program to 
determine whether the desired harmony between horse and rider 
has been achieved.

The rules pertaining to dressage competition prohibit the use of 
artificial appliances, training aids, and drugs, which would force 
the horse to submit.  Instead, the emphasis is upon training and 
a cooperative partnership with the rider. Major competitions are 
carefully monitored to assure that there is no unnecessary force or 
harshness displayed.

Unlike other horse sports in which horses enter training at 
a relatively immature state, dressage training is usually not 
seriously begun until the horse is three or four. The top levels of 
achievement require five or more years of progressive training 
and it is not unusual to see horses in international competition in 
their late teens. This, in itself, places a premium on good care and 
soundness throughout the horse’s life.

While supporting the concept of animal welfare in its broadest 
form, the United States Dressage Federation, Inc., also recognizes 
that it is unrealistic to ascribe human emotions and responses to 
the horse which in its wild state is a creature of flight, living a hard 
and precarious existence. Under domestication, the horse is assured 
of ample food, water, and shelter, as well as protection against 
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infectious diseases and damaging parasites, thus leading a longer 
and healthier life with a high rate of survival.

As an educational organization, USDF has numerous programs, 
which teach people how to pursue the accepted, humane training 
methods. A program of certifying instructors also emphasizes 
protecting the horse’s welfare in pursuit of dressage training.
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