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Mar 2021 Connecticut Dressage Association 

Message from our President, Liz Doering 

Dear Members, 

The beginning of 2021 was a bit quiet and uneventful because we were not able to host 
the annual awards dinner in-person. Nevertheless, we did have many horse and rider 
pairs who did compete and qualified to participate in the CDA awards program. We 
extend our congratulations to these individuals once again. The results are available on 
the CDA Website.  

Update your calendars! There are many Schooling Show dates for 2021 and a Ride-
Critique-Ride Clinic with Bobbi Carlton is on the calendar for April 24. Your CDA board is 
exploring an unmounted clinic option, so check the Centerline and CDA website for 
events and dates. 

The Dressage Foundation (TDF) is looking for an individual from the GMOs to represent 
the TDF and spread information about their Grants and Programs, like the Century Club. 
More information follows. More locally, The CDA is seeking a Centerline Newsletter 
Coordinator. If you are interested contact Pam Wilhelm at centerline@ctdressage.org 

CDA is also initiating a program called the CDA Rider Achievement Awards. Please read 
all about it in the 2021 Omnibus and keep up-to-date with the Centerline and CDA 
website. The application for CDA Rider Achievement Awards is available on our website, 
www.ctdressage.org. We encourage you and your friends to participate. 

Introduce your friends to the benefits of joining CDA and supporting our shows and 
events. We are appreciative of the support from our members, volunteers, sponsors, and 
trainers that make the CDA an educational and rewarding experience. The CDA Board 
and volunteers are working hard to develop educational opportunities.  Please share 
your ideas and suggestions. 

Christine Engel has summarized her experience attending the USDF annual convention 
– virtually. It’s a great overview of what happens at the convention and an enjoyable 
read. 

The Ominbus is on its way to you. There is a lot of information about shows, awards 
programs and dressage education. Be sure to peruse it and keep it handy as a trusted 
reference. 

Stay well, 
Liz Doering, CDA President 

 

“Every transition you ride at home has to be a 
good one.” 

Charlotte Dujardin 
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Clinic Announcements 
 

Ride Critique Ride 
with Judge Bobbi 
Carleton at Sperry 
View Farm 
 
Entry Form Available at 

https://www.ctdressage.org/clinics/ 
 
$85 for CDA Members 
$100 for non-member (consider joining CDA!) 
$75 for youth 
 
Location: 91 Bethway Rd, Bethany, CT 06524-3533, 
United States 

Clinic Date - April 24, 2021 

 
General Announcements 

 

The Dressage Foundation 
Judy Lieberman, CDA TDF Representative 

 
TDF (The Dressage Foundation) is completely 
separate from USDF. Its goal is to raise money to give 
money away. The President is Beth Baumert, who has 
done a great job in growing and promoting the 
organization.  
 
One of their goals is to have a rep in each GMO. With 
that said, we are happy to announce that Judy 
Lieberman is taking on that position. 
 
This fun program is designed to help spread the word 
about the wide variety of grants and programs 
available through TDF. Reps will be “on the ground” 
support to spread TDF information through flyers, 
posters, banners, and social media. 
 
If you have any questions about TDF, feel free to 
contact Judy at coolbeans91@comcast.net. 
 

 
My Experience at the 2020 USDF 

Virtual Convention 
By Christine Engel 

 

In a word, impressive! 
 
I was very pleased with the technical aspects of the 
Zoom convention. The “webmaster(s)” did a superb 
job. In the days leading up to the convention I 
received several instructional emails including one 
that said it was a very important email and I should not 
delete it. (It was and I did not!) There were directions 
to help me become comfortable with Zoom. There 
were registration instructions. I received a PIN to use 
when  
 
I signed into the “voting portal” for the Board of 
Governors meeting. Entering that portal was as simple 
as clicking on a link in the email. Voting instructions 
were crystal clear. 
 
My agenda with personalized links to each Zoom 
meeting was my most frequently consulted email. A 
single click on each link opened the meeting for me. 
Attendees could use the “chat” or “raise your hand” 
feature on Zoom to make a comment or ask a 
question. Meetings ranged from 45 to 120 minutes 
with ample break time between meetings. USDF 
President Lisa Goretta, commented that the virtual 
convention made it easy for participants to attend all 
the sessions in which they were interested without 
missing a minute due to conflicting schedules. 
 
The Board of Governors meeting was my only 
opportunity to vote. The issues were all technical and 
easily resolved. Voting could be done with a second 
device, e.g. tablet or phone, which left your laptop free 
for the panelists. Congratulations again to the 
webmaster for that feature. 
 
At the Technical Council I learned there is a 
Competition Management Committee (chaired by 
Region 8, Debra Reinhardt), a Technical Delegate 
Committee, a Freestyle Committee and a Judges 
Committee, among others. I learned the Technical 
Council offers seminars; there is also a great deal of 
information on the USDF website. I strongly 
recommend you open the site and look at all the free 
education. Our Region 8 TD IS Paul Cormier. 
 
The Salute Gala on Friday night was a beautifully 
done program. Awards were presented for all levels. 
USDF youth and adult volunteers of 2020 were 
recognized, Sailor Boden of California and Jean 
Krause of Missouri. There was also a touching piece 
about Laura Graves and her famous mount, 
Verdades, now retired and inducted into the USDF 
Hall of Fame. 
 



The GMO Roundtable discussion discussed the need 
for volunteers and the importance of rewarding them 
to keep them. Many GMO’s had most of their shows 
cancelled due to COVID and are really looking forward 
to next year. Several presenters suggested Zoom 
clinics and virtual education programs. 
 
The Finals Open Forum was very interesting and has 
inspired me to volunteer in 2021 for the National 
Finals which will be held at the Kentucky Horse Park. 
Riders who missed their chance to compete in Finals 
this year will be eligible to compete in 2021 along with 
the newly qualified. 
 
There were many video clips from prior Finals which 
made it clear that this is a glamorous show. 
Volunteers can sign up on the USDF website. 
Transportation is up to you but hotel rooms, meals 
and goodie bags and jackets will be provided. 
 
There were several sessions of Featured Education. 
Two were of special interest to me Adequan, was the 
sponsor of the Convention and one of their 
veterinarians, Dr. Marian Graves, gave a very 
informative presentation on the benefits of treatment 
with the drug for osteoarthritis. Yes, I know she works 
for the company, but it was interesting nonetheless. 
The drug produces demonstrable results when 
administered according to the recommended schedule 
and veterinarian supervised. This is not an 
inexpensive regimen but for the special horse it could 
be worth it.  
 
My favorite presenter was Janet Foy, international 
judge and rider and trainer of many horses of many 
different breeds during her long career. An interesting 
note, she was a rodeo queen in high school. I bought 
her book, DRESSAGE FOR THE NOT SO PERFECT 
HORSE. She emphasized that all horses can get 
better with work and training, all breeds have potential 
and we must work with the horses we have. She told 
us that she always wanted to be a “Balanchine prima 
ballerina” but she is only 5’4” so she learned ballroom 
dancing. Janet opened her presentation to questions 
right away but kept the discussion moving so many 
people had a chance to participate. She was so 
engaging and informative that I would pay to hear her 
again. 

 
Check the updated CDA 
Website for Event News 

 

 

 

Message from our CDA Youth 
Representative, Lily Koorejian 

 
Dressage4Kids has cancelled the Youth Dressage 
Festival for 2020. We are doing lots of fun virtual 

contests, however, do be sure to check the website. 
Contact Liz Caron, CDA Youth Program Coordinator, 

with your questions about D4K or reach out to Lily 
Koorejian, the CDA Youth Representative 

 

For Information go to: 
www.dressage4kids.org 

 
 

It’s Time to Renew! 
2021 CDA Membership 

 
Click here to see all the fantastic benefits. Now is 
the time to act and become a 2020 CDA Member or 
renew your membership. Enjoy the following benefits: 
Reduced Fees at CDA Shows and Clinics, Eligibility 
for Year-End Awards, and access to the 2020 
Omnibus that lists shows, sponsors, and all of the 
dressage tests! Membership options are adult, youth 
or family. 
 
New members, please go to the CDA Website for a 
form. 
 
Please include a completed membership form with 
your check. This will ensure that your membership 
is processed correctly. 
 
A reminder for new and longstanding members, that 
the CDA does not issue membership cards. This is 
because we use your USDF number as your CDA 
membership number. Less to keep track of! 
 

 

Letters to the Board 

Please share your thoughts and ideas! 

 

 

 

USDF Region 8 News 
 
Region 8 News - March 
Mother Nature has not been kind to us this winter. We 
have had lots of snow and then lots of cold 

https://www.ctdressage.org/membership/
https://www.ctdressage.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2019-CDA-Membership-Form.pdf


temperatures. I hope this will change with March, i.e.: 
“roar in like a lion and out like a lamb” so our Equine 
friends will be ready for the first shows. 
At this time, there is not much news in our region 
mainly everyone is staying inside and hopefully 
COVID free. 
 
HOWEVER…the show season is coming!!! It is time 
that you should research and plan the shows you are 
thinking about. Make some realistic goals! Are you 
going to do the Regional Championships? What about 
trying for the US Dressage Finals in November??? As 
a show manager, I am getting everything ready and 
competitors, you should too! For those who were not 
in Florida showing, get your memberships, 
registrations, vaccinations and Coggins done NOW!!!  
 
Every rider, owner(s), trainers, and coach MUST take 
a refresher course annually to meet the safe sport 
requirement or you cannot compete.  
 
On the Jr/YR scene, Roberta (Bobbi) Carleton, our 
regional coordinator, is taking on the challenge with a 
new season and hopefully one that will happen. As 
you should be aware, the NAYC will be held at Great 
Lakes Equestrian Festival, Traverse City, MI on 
August 10-15, 2021. As for you, Juniors and Young 
Riders, don’t forget to declare if you are going to 
compete for a place on the team. If you have any 
questions, please contact Bobbi, 
bobbicarleton@aol.com. Once you declare she will be 
contacting you for sure! 
 
Nominations are still open for Participating Members 
to be delegates at the 2021 USDF convention. If you 
are interested or if you want to nominate someone, 
you need to contact Kate O’Connor, 
Nativeross@charter.net, quickly. As a PM Delegate 
you must attend the USDF convention next December 
and Kate can give you the scoop in more detail of 
what is expected. I would love to see some new faces. 
 
REMEMBER another date….May 4th at 7pm will be 
our spring meeting via Zoom call. This will be after our 
Spring Executive Board meeting and I should have 
some news from that.  I know the agenda also will 
have sub-committee reports on fund raising, 
discussions on COVID effects, and more. This is 
YOUR region and you will have a huge opportunity to 
voice your opinion and to participate and get involved. 
I urge everyone to come.  
 
That is all for now. Stay Warm…give hugs and kisses 
to our equine friends!  
 

See you on the Centerline, 
Debra Reinhardt, USDF Region 8 Director 

 
CDA Scholarships  

CDA Scholarships for Youth & Amateurs  
Vista Vintage Educational Scholarship 

 
CDA offers one or more scholarships per year, per 

category for CDA members. Check out the details for 
2019 on the CDA Scholarship Web page. 

 
 

The Vista Vintage 
Educational Scholarship 
 
Through the continued generosity 
of Vista Vintage Award founder, Ted Plaut, 
CDA is excited to announce the formation of the Vista 
Vintage Educational Scholarship. 

The Vista Vintage Award was started in 2008, 
to honor Ted’s long time equine companion, Vista 
GeeWiz, a Morgan/Trakehner gelding. It is Ted’s 
philosophy that horses are living longer, healthier 
lives, often working and competing well into their late 
teens and early twenties.  

The Vista Vintage Award acknowledges that 
accomplishment. Following along the same line of 
thought, the Vista Vintage Educational Scholarship will 
be given to further the education of horse and rider. It 
is Ted’s feeling that better training at any age leads to 
a happier, healthier horse.  

The Vista Vintage Fund also supports 
Dressage4Kids at its Weekend Educational Program. 

 

 
 

The Dressage Foundation Century Club 
Scholarship Opportunities 

 

The Century Club recognizes Dressage 
riders and horses whose combined age 
totals 100 years or more. The Century 
Club was formed at The Dressage 
Foundation in 1996, at the suggestion 

of Max Gahwyler (CT). To learn more, go to the 
Dressage Foundation Web page – About the Century 
Club. 
 
Browse the Website to learn more about the 
programs, grants and ways to support the dressage 
community.   
 

http://www.ctdressageassoc.org/Scholarships.html
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Gifted Memorial Fund for Adult 

Amateurs 
This Scholarship enables Adult Amateurs to set aside 
quality-time, in concentrated training away from the 
daily pressures of job and family, with a horse the 
recipient owns or formally leases (as documented by 
USDF or USEF paperwork).  
 
Up to nine $1,000 grants are available each year (one 
in each USDF Region), plus two additional $1,000 wild 
card grants (which can be awarded in any Region). 
Follow the below link for details and guidelines. 
http://www.dressagefoundation.org/grants-and-
programs/apply/adult_amateurs/gifted.html 
 
 

Schooling Show Competitions Awards 
Criteria for 2021 

At this time, no changes to criteria. 
Open to Youth, Adult Amateur and Open CDA 
members who compete between November 1, 2020 
and October 31, 2021 in: 
1) CDA-sponsored schooling shows. 
2) Schooling shows whose prize lists appear in the 

2019 CDA OMNIBUS. 
3) Schooling show prize lists that are published in the 

CDA Newsletter “Centerline” or on the CDA 
website. 

 
Full details and requirements are outlined on the CDA 
Competition Web page. 

 

 

 
Follow CDA on FaceBook  

CDA Facebook Page 
 

CDA Facebook Pictures Needed 
Please submit pictures for the CDA Facebook. 

Send to president@ct dressage.org 

 
 

 

Classifieds in the CDA Centerline 

Members:  free classified ads without picture; with 
picture $10/month. 

Non-members: $15/month without picture; with 
picture, $20/month. 

 

CDA Membership for 2021! 

Click here to see all the fantastic benefits of 
membership! 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
2021 Connecticut Dressage Association Omnibus 

and Website 
 

The CDA Omnibus is an annual publication 
distributed to our 175+ members, as well as to other 
USDF group member organizations nationally. Our 
membership is represented by active dressage 
enthusiasts, residing and competing in the northeast. 
The Omnibus is an invaluable reference used 
throughout the year by our members, to get 
information not only on schooling show in the region, 
but professional goods and services related to their 
equine needs! 

Please consider sponsoring the Omnibus, and 
sharing this with anyone who might benefit or want to 
support the CDA. We are a not-for-profit organization, 
and the Sponsorship revenue significantly helps to 
defray the costs of producing the Omnibus.    

 
 
OMNIBUS/WEBSITE SPONSORSHIPS 
SPONSORSHIP SIZES AVAILABLE -  
Listing of prizelist -  
Full Page  4.5” W x 7.25”H  
Full Page: $100 
 
Display of Farm/Business display -  
Half Page  4.5” W x 7.25 H 
Half Page: $50 
 
Business Card  3.5” x 2” 
Business Card: $25  
 
DEADLINE FOR ALL ARTWORK AND PAYMENT: 
February 1st, 2020 
 
SUBMISSION FORMAT: 
Please submit all art as a B&W camera ready PDF, as 
an email attachment to gillianmivory@gmail.com 
 
IMPORTANT! All artwork must be the correct size - 
images sent as larger documents cannot be accepted. 
You can use the full space, we have accounted for 
margins. Changes at our end can result in distortion of 
your art. The document size in the desktop publishing 
program you use should match the size of the final 
printed piece. Raster or image files should be a 
minimum of 300 DPI 
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Other enquires regarding sponsorships in the 
Omnibus and on the website should be sent to Liz at 
ewdoering@yahoo.com 
 
PAYMENT: Please send payment to:  Liz Doering   
184 Sperry Road, Bethany CT 06524  

 
 

Calendar of Events 

Please check the Website regularly for the 
status of events. 
Next CDA Board Meeting  
Monday, Apr 19, 2021 - 7:30 PM 
Zoom Meeting| Contact Fern Feldman 

fernfeldman@gmail.com 

 

CDA Sponsored Schooling Shows Eligible for 
2021 Year-End Awards 

 

Sperry View Farm 
91 Bethway Rd. 
Bethany, CT 
*Saturday 5/8/2021 (opening date: 4/9/2021 - closing date: 
4/23/2021) 
Judge: Alix Szepesi “L” 
*Sunday 9/5/2021 (opening date: 8/15/2021 - closing date: 
8/29/2021) 
Judge: Roberta Carleton (r) 

 
Carbery Fields Farm 
859 Beaumont Hwy. 
Lebanon, CT 
*Sunday 7/18/2021 (opening date 6/25/2021 – closing date 
7/9/2021) 
Judge: Virginia Leary “L” 
 
Weatogue Stables 
33 Weatogue Rd. 
Salisbury, CT 
*Sunday 7/25/2021 (Please refer to Weatogue Stable prize 
list for details) 
Judges: TBD 
 
BelleFree Farm 
86 Hennequin Rd. 
Columbia, CT 
*Sunday 9/18/2021 (opening date 8/28/2021– closing date 
9/11/2021) 
Judge: Linda Currie “L” 
*Please refer to CDA Schooling Show Master Prize list 
for details 
 

2021 CDA Sponsored Schooling shows will meet all 
requirements for USDF Regional Schooling Awards Programs 

 

Schooling Shows Eligible for 2021 Year-End 
Awards 

Westbrook Hunt Club Schooling Dressage Shows 

March 21, 2021 

April 25, 2021 

June 25, 2021 

August 13, 2021 

Westbrook Hunt Club 

319 Pond Meadow Road 

Westbrook, CT 06498 

Visit our Facebook Page for updated information 

 

 

Recognized Shows 

Sperry View Farm 

May 9 SVF Recognized Show Series I 

July 14 SVF Recognized Show Series II  

Oct 31 SVF Recognized Show Series IV & Champs 

www.sperryviewfarm.com 
 
The Baroque Equestrian Games NE Schooling 
Show  
July 24, 2021  
Westbrook Hunt Club  
319 Pond Meadow Rd,  
Westbrook, CT 06498  
Judge: Jos Sevriens – Dutch USEF judge Secretary: Genie 
Dethloff email for Entry and full Prize List. 
geniede@comcast.net  
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E-MAIL: centerline@ctdressage.org 
We’re on the Web! 

See us at: www.ctdressage.org 

A Not-for-Profit Organization Promoting Dressage in the Northeast through Education 
and Opportunity. 

 


